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St. Mary’s Church of England VC Infant School 
St Mary’s Way, Baldock, Herts, SG7 6HY 

Telephone: 01462 892347     Fax: 01462 896202 

E-mail:  admin@stmarysinfants.herts.sch.uk   www.stmarysinfants.herts.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Miss Verity Edey                         Deputy Head: Mrs Bev Waldwyn 

     ‘Sharing, Caring, Learning and Loving with God’ 
 

Thursday 3rd September 2020 

A Review of Day 1: Staggered Starts 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

This morning was incredibly exciting watching our Reception starters begin their first day of school. It was also 

wonderful to see our Year 1 and Year 2 pupils returning with big smiles and lots of stories about their holidays. I was 

very impressed with how all our pupils responded so sensibly to the new routines and listened carefully to the 

instructions of their teachers. I have had an opportunity to fully welcome back each class today, have seen them all 

engaged and busy working and they have all been commended for such a positive start.    

 

I please request that parents read the reopening letter that was sent out to you on 16th July. It is essential that parents 

follow the procedures that have been shared to ensure the safety of all our visitors, pupils and staff.  

 

Please make sure that you know which class your child is going into, who their teacher is and which gate they should 

be entering. Please refer to the photograph of your child’s teacher in their transition booklet that was sent to you last 

term for your reference. 

 

I please request all parents action the following with immediate effect to support the safety of our community:  

 

• Whilst waiting to drop off or collect your child, please maintain 1m+ social distance.  

• If parents arrive at the correct time then we will avoid congestion, gathering and pupils from different year 
groups mixing bubbles.  (Today pupils needed to adjust, meet their new teacher and know where they were 
going, and we therefore anticipated that the first day would take longer) 

• Please ensure that when your child goes through the gate that you have already given them their lunch bag, 
book bag and water bottle as this slows down the transition process. 

• Please ensure that you are on time for collecting your child to avoid our ‘bubbles’ mixing. If you are late, please 

find a position to wait away from other parents and phone the school. You will then have to wait until a 

member of staff from the bubble is available to come and see your child in. It may be that this cannot take 

place until all bubbles are in school. 

• In Reception, please ensure that you collect your child on time from the morning session.  

• Please do not arrive earlier than your child’s entrance and collection times. Today, parents were queuing well 

before their child’s starting time. This made the gate areas crowded and caused a barrier to parents being able 

to efficiently drop off their child at their designated time.   
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• Please stand to one side of the path.  

• Parents must move away from the gate as soon as their child has been dropped off. Parents are not permitted 

to wait here.  

• Please do not stand in front of the gate against the barrier as this limits space on the path. 

• At the end of the day, please line up single file, socially distanced and your child will be sent to you as soon as 

you reach the gate. Please then depart with your child, moving away from the school gates.  

 

Safety is our number one priority; please understand that these procedures are to ensure that we reduce the risks to 
staff, pupils and their families as much as possible. At the end of the day and tomorrow, there will be staff patrolling 
the pathway and entrance points to support parents in following our procedures to ensure the safety of our 
community.  
 

Staff will not be available to chat at the gate. Any information that you require to share should be sent via email if it is 

not urgent. Please call into the office if it is urgent. 

 

I do appreciate that any first run will always have teething problems and we hope that tomorrow all these barriers will 

be addressed. We are aiming for the process to be as safe and efficient as possible. Within five minutes of the start 

time, children should be in their classes and starting their first activity. Please support us in facilitating this so that our 

children get as much learning time as possible.  

 

Thank you to you all in advance for working together to protect our community.  

 

Kind regards, 

Miss Edey 

Headteacher 


