
Reception Autumn 2 Curriculum Newsletter

Just a few notes to keep you updated on what’s happening in Reception over this half term.

Topic – Festivals and Celebrations

Communication and Language The children will share their news during carpet time giving them the 
opportunity to talk about things that happened using the past tense and linking statements that stick to a main 
theme or topic.  They will  be encouraged to ask each other questions to gain a greater understanding.  They 
will also be learning new words and extending their vocabulary through play and in maths, phonics and literacy 
lessons.

Physical Development The children have the opportunity to be physically active throughout the day at school.  
We have introduced finger gym before our phonics lessons to support the development of fine motor skills.  
We have also established a sewing and a fine motor skills areas with small objects to move using tweezers, tap 
a shape, keys and locks and nuts and bolts.  The use of playdough also supports the development of fine motor 
skills for the children.  We recommend that these type of activities are also available to your child at home.  

Expressive Art and Design The children will be encouraged to add a storyline or narrative to their play, 
create simple representations of events, people and objects using the resources available, play co-
operatively as part of a group and develop and act our a narrative and explore the different sounds of 
instruments in our outside music area.  They will have the opportunity to select tools and techniques to 
shape, assemble and join materials with a purpose in mind in the creative area.  The children will also be 
encouraged to explore what happens when they mix colours by only providing them with the primary 
colour paints.  Sadly, due to Covid 19 we are not able to perform our usual Reception Christmas Concert, 
however the children will all be making decorations for the St Mary’s Christmas Tree Festival in the last week 
of term.

PSHE The children will be learning  about the school’s value of thankfulness in worships.  In PSHE they 
will be learning how to celebrate difference, where the children will learn how to accept that everyone is 
different, learn the importance of using kind words and know how to give and receive compliments.  

Literacy
In literacy we continue to have a ‘book of the week’. This 
allows the children to become familiar with the structure 
of stories, join in with re-telling familiar stories, sequence 
main events and change the story to make it their own.   
The children have phonics and  literacy lessons to develop 
their reading and writing skills.  When reading with your 
child please ensure you are discussing the print concepts.  
A copy of these is attached to your child’s reading diary 
with the different reading strategies that we use when 
reading.  We are currently using Eagle Eyes and Lips the 
Fish.  Please help your child practise saying and 
recognising the sounds we have learnt so far and to learn 
the common exception words that should be learnt by 
sight and record this in their reading diaries.  In the 
transition packs you received a letter formation guide.  
Please use this letter formation when helping your child, 
avoid modelling writing in capitals.  The following is a link 
to a video of the correct pronunciation of the phase 2 
sounds https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJx1NSineE

Mathematics
This half term we will continue 
to secure the children’s 
understanding of numbers to 5.  
We will continue to look at how 
we can group identical and non 
identical objects together, how 
we can compare groups of 
objects, introducing adding and 
subtraction by understanding 
one more and one less and 
learning about measurements of 
time by looking at their day and 
using the vocabulary; now, 
before, later, soon, after and 
next, today, yesterday and 
tomorrow.  We will continue to 
send weekly class story updates 
so that you know how to 
support your child’s learning.

Festivals 
and Celebrations

Understanding the World The children will be learning about different celebrations including Diwali and 
Christmas.  They will learn that other children don’t always enjoy the same things and be sensitive to this and 
that there are similarities and differences between families,  communities and traditions.  Please message us on 
Class Dojo with any important moments from home and related photos and these will be added to your child’s 
learning journal e.g. celebrations or achievements.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJx1NSineE

