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Dear Parents/carers,  
 
I hope that, despite the current restrictions we are all living under, you have been able to enjoy 
quality time with your family over the Christmas period. 
 
We all know that the COVID infection rates are continuing to rise and so we must work together as a 
community to protect our families, work colleagues and the NHS. 
 
Following the Government announcements yesterday, I would like to confirm that St Mary’s Infant 
School is not on the contingency list of schools for a delayed start and will be fully open to all 
children returning to school, as planned, on Tuesday 5th January.  
 
As cases in Hertfordshire continue to rise it is more important than ever that we continue to follow 
the strict guidelines set out by the Government in order to keep all our children and staff safe.   
 
Throughout the pandemic, all children and young people should continue to comply with the rules 
set out for the tier they are in, and parents are asked to help ensure their children are following 
those rules. That particularly includes those related to mixing with other households when they are 
not at school and when they are travelling to and from educational settings. 
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to share a few important reminders with you ahead of the new term:  
 
Face coverings 
Parents should continue to wear face coverings at all times when dropping off and collecting 
children, in addition to socially distancing yourselves from others, in order to keep our whole school 
community safe. Please ensure that you are mindful of Junior parents who need to access paths 
while maintaining social distancing.  
 
Parent contact details/children who are symptomatic 
Please ensure that the contact details we hold for parents/carers on our school system are up to 
date. It is also extremely important that parents are contactable at any point during the school day, 
should we need to send children home who may be requested to self-isolate. Emergency contact 
details for each child should also be up to date, so that we are able to contact them if we can’t get 
hold of parents for any reason. It is important that parents check School Gateway and Class Dojo 
notifications throughout the day, as this is the route we will take to let parents know if we need to 
close a year group bubble at any point, should we have a positive case in school.  
 
Government guidelines:  
Ensuring that pupils, staff and other adults do not come into the school if they have coronavirus 
(COVID-19) symptoms or have tested positive in at least the last 10 days and ensuring anyone 
developing those symptoms during the school day is sent home, are essential actions to reduce the 
risk in schools and further drive down transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). 
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In line with the guidance sent out to parents before the Christmas break, school must be informed if 
anyone in your household has tested positive for Covid-19 during the school holidays and if any 
children are currently self –isolating as a result of this.   

If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new and persistent cough or a high temperature, or 
has a loss of or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they must be sent home 
and advised to follow guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) 
infection, which sets out that they should self-isolate for at least 10 days and should arrange to have 
a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). Anyone with symptoms will be eligible for testing 
and this can be arranged via https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by calling 119.  

Other members of their household (including any siblings) should self-isolate for 10 days from when 
the symptomatic person first had symptoms. The 10-day period starts from the day when the first 
person in the house became ill. 

If a parent is contacted, due to the fact that their child is showing symptoms whilst in school, it is 
vitally important for the safety of both children and staff that they are collected immediately. 

The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 
 a high temperature 
 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours 
 a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or taste anything, or 

things smell or taste different to normal 
 
If you’re not sure whether symptoms suggest that they have COVID-19 or an everyday cough or cold, 
you can consult this online NHS symptom checker: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/symptoms/ 
 
Please do not send children back to school if any of the following apply: 
 they have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 they, any members of your household, or any close contacts (including extended family or 

friends they have seen) have tested positive for COVID-19 
 they haven’t completed the full 10-day isolation period requested 
 
Self-isolating is one of the most important things we can all do to help stop the spread of the virus 
and protect our loved ones and the vulnerable. You can read this helpful self-isolating guide from 
HCC at: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/selfisolatingguide 

 
If you or your family are affected by COVID-19 and need support locally with things like shopping, 
getting medication or financial advice, visit: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/coronavirus 

2020 has indeed been the most challenging of years. However, what it has shown is that people 
come together during times of adversity. 

‘What counts in life is not the mere fact that we have lived. It is what difference we have made to 
the lives of others that will determine the significance of the life we lead.’ Nelson Mandela. 

Jousters update- 2 Week Closure 

Following the government’s announcements yesterday, Jousters have decided to delay the opening of all 
their childcare provisions for the first two weeks of term and remain closed until 18 January 2021.  They 
will be informing parents today and providing them with a full refund for both weeks. 
They will wait to see how the situation develops and hope to confirm whether the delay in opening will be 

extended or not by 13 January at the latest. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a Happy and healthy New Year and to thank you for 
your continued support. As we return to school, we all need to stay vigilant in order to ensure that 
we can all stay safe and well.   
 
Take care,   

Miss Edey  

Headteacher 

 
 


