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Head’s Message 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
It has been a very successful term at St Mary’s. Our new team have settled well and our learners are actively engaging. Here at St 
Mary’s, we have high hopes and aspirations for all our pupils. This is reflected by the huge number of additions to the curriculum 
as well as the addition of planned enriching opportunities that we have put in place for next term. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very safe and peaceful Christmas.  

Safeguarding at the Heart of all we do 
We now have our full-time pastoral leader working on site. I know that many families have already been able to access support 
which has been positive. If you do ever have any pastoral related concerns and would appreciate some support, please do get in 
touch.  Mrs Archer is a new addition to our safeguarding team and is now a qualified designated senior person. 
Health and Safety  

This week, our Governing Body carried out their annual health and safety inspection. Everything was in check. This has also been 
confirmed this term by HSE who inspected the school in relation to our Covid risk assessment. This year has been an incredibly 
challenging one, but our staff, pupils and wider community have thoroughly supported measures to reduce risks and I thank you 
all for this. We have been very fortunate to have been able to keep all our bubbles open for the whole term. Well done 
everyone! 

Growing Our Church School Distinctiveness: Working Towards Our Key Ideals 
Uphold the Values of God: 
This term, we have implemented Spiritual areas that are displayed uniformly in every classroom, the hall and the reception area. 

Can you spot these on our Hitchin TV films on our website? Our values are clearly displayed and visible in class to all pupils as a 

prompt for reflection. Each class now has a blossom tree, whereby pupils are awarded pink silk when they flourish and 

demonstrate their values in action.  

Nurture Creativity and Encourage Curiosity: 
The children in the Early Years have not been put off by the cold, wet weather that we have been experiencing.  They continue to 
develop their understanding of the world by observing closely and asking questions to extend their learning.  The magnifying 
glasses are in good use as they find minibeasts and worms that are around the garden area.  Mrs Green and her team of willing 
helpers have enjoyed digging, planting and caring for the potatoes, garlic, onions and beans that have been planted.  This is a 
great opportunity for the children to not only learn about where our food comes from, but also to develop their gross and fine 
motor skills.   
We had a fantastic week learning about Diwali.  The children were extremely creative making rangoli patterns using different 
materials, making diva lamps from clay and recreating the story of Rama and Sita where they took the starring roles.  We learnt 
how and why people celebrate Diwali and continued to discuss it as we learn about Christmas.  
Learning Together, Flourishing Together 
How are we spending our catch-up government funding?     

- Maths support for parents and pupils at home: Look out for new access to MyMaths which will be starting in January so 
that you can practise maths skills with your children at home.  This will be set weekly to be completed online. 

- Comprehension, maths fluency and spelling, punctuation and grammar workbooks for over learning and 
consolidation: The children have made really good progress in these areas using these books during independent 
sessions in Guided Reading to practise skills they have been taught.  We have seen a positive impact of their use during 
observations. 

- Additional phonics and reading intervention for pupils across the school over the course of the year: Mrs Breckon has 
been working with individual children with their reading and phonics this term and will continue to do so next term.  The 
children are enjoying their sessions and some have come on in leaps and bounds making greater progress than would be 
expected so that they are closing the gap with their peers. 

- Herts for Learning ‘Back on track’ resources and training: This resource has helped us to identify the key gaps in 
knowledge and plan lessons to ensure that these areas are taught so that children have a secure foundation to build on. 

- ICT hardware to improve teaching and learning: We have installed new whiteboards in KS1 classes.  These enable the 
teachers to make learning more interactive and allows the children to see them more clearly from their places.  We have 
also funded 30 Chromebooks from a variety of sources of funding which will be delivered in January.   

 
EYFS Nativity Enrichment 
Over the last few weeks, we have been learning about the Nativity story, why it is important to Christians and how it is 
celebrated.  The children got creative making birthday cards, gifts and cakes for baby Jesus to celebrate his birthday.  We want to 
thank everyone for the effort they made, we had a very enjoyable and creative time.  
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Christmas Tree Festival 
Each child made a decoration for a Nativi-tree for St Mary’s Church Christmas Festival.  We think the trees look wonderful! 
 

 
 
Supporting Parents to Support Learning at Home:  
All parents have recently received communication in reading records about how many common exception words your child can 
now read and how many phonics sounds they now know, as well as which words and sounds they now need to learn. Please 
continue to practise these daily. We have also carried out a 1-minute reading challenge to see how many words your child can 
read in 1 minute of an age-related text. Please continue to read your child’s home reading book daily and use the reading 
strategies which were sent out at the beginning of the year to support your child. It is essential that you continue to read in the 
Christmas holidays to sustain the progress made this term. If you need any further support, please contact your child’s class 
teacher.  
Connecting Communities:  
Hitchin TV: Please see our website, which hosts a short video sharing all the ‘best bits’ of our school.  

Maths: This year we are working with the NCETM (National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics) on a maths 
mastery readiness programme, alongside similar schools in our local area. Maths mastery is all about developing deep and lasting 
understanding of mathematical procedures and concepts, in doing so children’s chances of success are maximised as they have a 
solid understanding of what has been taught and can move onto more advanced concepts. Throughout the year we will have 
visits from the NCETM hub to fully implement mastery into our curriculum, as well as meeting up with other schools, virtually, in 
order to work together and learn from each other. As well as raising levels of achievement in maths we are eager to raise the 
profile and enjoyment of the subject and increase children’s appreciation of the power and wonder of maths.  
Religious Education: This term we have worked with an outstanding RE leader to develop our RE provision with the 
Understanding Christianity resource.  The staff have received training and implemented this successfully across the year groups.  
We have also made links with St Mary’s Juniors so that we can ensure continuity of provision for the children.   
Growing leaders: Miss Edey is coaching and mentoring an aspiring head teacher who will be working as part of our St Mary’s 
team to analyse the impact of our school resources in meeting our school improvement plan. An executive head teacher in 
training is also working with us, as well as two other schools in order to improve the impact that we have on writing in the early 
years.   
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Supporting Local Businesses: Miss Edey will be working with a new board of directors in January, working with local businesses 
to problem solve and enhance school and local business outcomes.  
Herts Writing Project: Next term, Year 2 are looking forward to taking part in the Herts Writing Project along with several other 
schools in Hertfordshire. The project will be taking place in January and will be based around a picture book which will be 
revealed to the classes in the new year. We are excited to be taking part in the project and celebrating with a virtual awards 
evening. More information will follow next term. 
One Message: This term, we have been ensuring consistency of learning in each year group. We are beginning to see the impact 
of our St Mary’s brand of handwriting, displays encourage independent learning and support pupils in remembering prior 
learning and communication in reading diaries is consistent across staff. 
Stimulating Surroundings: We hope to demonstrate our stimulating surroundings on our Hitchin TV video. Please take a look on 
our website.  
Church School Distinctiveness 
Our value of the half term – Thankfulness 
All the children have shown their thankfulness this half term for our special visit from Santa’s reindeer, through our 
remembrance activities and through our worship.  Children have been able to express clearly the things they are thankful for 
including special people and memories.  
Parents, Carers and Wider Families Working in Partnership: Thank you to our PTA and parents who have been very busy behind 
the scenes, braving the cold and developing our outdoor worship area. Watch this space to see the finished product early next 
term. We will be inviting a member of the diocese to come and bless and open the area in the new year. 
Pastoral Care    
Mrs Archer has been supporting children with their social interaction skills through role play, social stories and making clay 

animals. They have considered their emotional wellbeing and identifyied how to recognise their own feelings.  

Mrs Archer has encouraged an understanding of how physical exercise can improve our mental health and children have been 

making up thier own yoga poses and dance routines. Breathing exercises to calm their mind and body have also been taught. 

Please find below some useful wellbeing links to support your own and childrens mental health at home; 

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips/ 

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/ 

Forest Schools 

Pupils have had fun exploring our new forest school area. We have learnt about being responsible for keeping ourselves safe out 

in the forest school area and looking out for each other. The pupils have had an opportunity to use our slack line which we fixed 

to two trees and practiced our balancing. Throughout this activity they showed great teamwork skills and supported and 

encouraged one another to reach the end. All pupils showed great resilience and motivation to have a go and keep on trying! 

The pupils have particularly enjoyed the hammocks and like to take some quiet time laying beneath the trees gently rocking in 

them. We have made clay and mud animals, magic wands and practiced some mindfulness, laying on the grass listening to the 

birds, insects and sounds from our environment that surrounds us 

Pupil Voice:  
Worship Acolytes: Our Worship Acolytes have been taking an active role in supporting the leadership of worship across the 
school. They take on key roles such as candle lighters or prayer givers. This half term, all pupils have had an opportunity to 
evaluate worship and this has steered how this will be delivered in January. We are delighted to be able to sing again from 
January and this will further support pupils’ understanding between hymns/songs and their links to values. 
Eco Warriors: Following on from our Eco-Aims of last half term, our Eco-Warriors have now implemented a milk bottle recycling 
system across the school so that we no longer send the pupils’ school milk bottles to landfill - what a hugely positive impact! 
During this half term, our Eco-Warriors have also led class questionnaires to decide what our next steps should be. Pupils have 
suggested that they would like to do more for our local wildlife - to respect, care for and protect all animals. The Early Years Eco-
Warriors have inspired their peers to become ‘Nature Protectors’ - you will often find them searching the school grounds for 
pieces of litter that have blown in on the wind, while a Year 2 Eco-Warrior created bird boxes and a hedgehog home with his 
family... they now proudly adorn the trees and sheltered areas of our meadow! A Year 1 Eco-Warrior wrote a fantastic letter to 
Sir David Attenborough to let him know about the marvellous work that she is doing in her class. I can’t wait to see what our 
pupils will achieve in the new year!  
House Captains: Our house captains have stepped up to their role with maturity and confidence.  They take part in our 
celebration assembly every week sharing their current moto for their team and how many house points they have achieved that 
week. It has been lovely to see them blossom into this role over the half term.  Watch out for some of them sharing their motos 
in our video on our website.  One team will win the trophy for the half term and will see their leaf put on the trophy for the 
following half term.   
Pupil Parliament: This half term the members of pupil parliament have been discussing how to achieve our school visions and 
values. They have gathered the opinions of other classes in the school through a questionnaire. We have decided that it is 

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips/
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/
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important to listen to one another to ensure that everyone is listened to and respected. Moving forwards, there will be pupil 
parliament meetings through Teams to discuss our next steps. 

Parent Voice: ‘Listening to Each other So That We Can all Flourish Together’ 

You Asked for … So we… 
An online calendar Created an online calendar on our website. 

Class Dojo We’ve now been running this for over half a term and it is 
running effectively. 

A Reception Nativity Facilitated this through a role play day where parents still had 
opportunities for a special photo. 

A more informative website Have spent the past two weeks completely reviving our 
school website. More photographs will follow next term.  

More curriculum information We are hoping to have our whole curriculum available on the 
website for parents ready for the start of next term. 

 

‘Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds’   
We are lucky enough to all have access to the Fitter Future fitness platform.  Everyone should have received login details to use 
this at home.  If you have not received these details, please let the office know and they can be resent.  Well done to those 
families who have already logged in.  Remember that the class that completes the most work outs at home from now until the 
end of January will be doing one of the work outs with Doug who leads the work outs on Fitter Future.  Mars class are currently 
in the lead. Will any classes take over? 
The KS1 classes all took part in the virtual athletics competition, which we did in partnership with the Junior school.  We won, 
taking gold position, against other North Hertfordshire Schools.  Well done to all of year 1 and year 2 for taking part. 
To facilitate one P.E. lesson inside and one outside for each KS1 class we have adjusted our P.E. timetable.  Please ensure the 
children are coming into school in their P.E. kit on the following days from the start of the spring term: 

Monday Starlight - inside Sunshine - inside 

Tuesday Mars - outside 
Jupiter - inside 

Venus - outside 
Saturn - inside 

Thursday Saturn - outside  
Venus - inside 

Jupiter - outside 
Mars - inside 

 

‘Growing Our Staffing Team’  
We held an appreciation assembly for both Mr Watkin and Mrs Hammond who will be stepping down from our Governing Body 
this term. They have made huge contributions to St Mary’s over many years and I know that their service to the school will be 
greatly missed. They will leave behind their legacy in our new vision for St Marys. We thank them both and know that we will be 
meeting them in person for tea and cake when the rules allow. 
We welcome Mr Hodson, headteacher who has been elected as our Chair of Governors from January. 
We say goodbye to Mrs Ellen at the end of this term whose temporary contract has come to an end. I know that the children 
have enjoyed being in her presence this term and we thank her for her contributions. 
Miss Warren will be leaving us at the end of this term due to personal reasons. We thank Miss Warren for her terms service to 
the school and wish her well in her future endeavours. We welcome Ms Parsons to our teaching team. 
We have reviewed our staffing structure now that we have our full team in place. We are delighted to be welcoming subject 
specialists to our school from January who will cover our teachers’ release time. They have subject specialist skills and will 
support the delivery of a high quality of education in music, PE and computing. 
We are absolutely delighted that Miss Collins, from Enigma Music Services will be leading and enriching our music curriculum 
every Wednesday. She has a wealth of experience in the music industry, singing with west end stars, leading the London Show 
Choir, arranging a wide repertoire of musical material, organising large scale music events with some big names in the industry 
and bringing together communities. We know that she will be able to inspire our pupils with her enthusiasm and passion. Miss 
Collins will hope to set up a St Mary’s community choir for all our stakeholders once restrictions are lifted. Prepare your voices!  
For computing, we are purchasing new Chromebooks for the children to use in these lessons so that each child can use a laptop 
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to progress their own learning as quickly as possible. 
In January we will be having a specialist sports coach, from Small-Stars, teaching one P.E. lesson a week to all the KS1 classes.  

PTA ‘Connecting the Community to Raise Funds to Enrich our Provision’ 
Fundraising 
It has been a tough year for everyone but despite this our St Mary’s families have given generously to all our fundra ising events 
this term.  We are very proud of our school community’s achievements and would like to thank everyone for their generosity.  
Our events this term have raised: 

Children in Need - £250 
Festive Dress Down day (Save the Children) - £30 

Poppy Colouring Competition - £100 to the school, along with £100 to the Royal British Legion 
Reindeer Colouring Competition -£48 

We also received many kind food donations to our Harvest ‘Festival’, which were donated to the Trussle Trust.  
Our incredible PTA continue to overwhelm us all with their generosity of time that they give to create magical moments for our 
pupils. There is a huge amount of work that goes on behind the scenes to make events happen. As a result we are able to 
improve the ICT provision in our school. A huge thank you to our PTA. We cannot wait to see what you have in store for us next.  
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Half term attendance (%) Autumn 1 

Week 

ending 

2.11.20 9.11.20 16.11.20 23.11.20 30.11.20 07.12.20 14.12.20 Average across the 

half term 

Starlight 87.4 89.7 95.0 90.5 90 91.3 95.2 
91.30 

Sunshine 99.2 92.9 97.1 97.5 92.2 97.1 99.2 96.58 

Venus 98.3 98.7 95.9 88 98.9 90.9 97.8 97.14 

Mars 100 100 98.8 92.7 92.7 96.5 99.6 97.57 

Saturn 97.6 86.6 96.6 98.3 84.9 87.6 95.2 97.13 

Jupiter 98.7 98.6 96.5 98.3 94.4 94.2 93.0 96.89 

Whole 

school 
96.79 96.11 96.36 95.92 94.77 94.42 95.92 

Whole school 

average 96.09 

 

 

Monday 4th January 2021 INSET DAY  

Tuesday 5th January Return to School  

Tuesday 12th January RSPB Birdwatch Day  

Wednesday 27th January Year 2 Virtual Church Visit  

15th – 19th February HALF TERM  

 


