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Head’s Message 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we draw a close to the end of the 1st half of the summer term, I would like to take the opportunity to thank all members of 
our community for their patience, support and commitment whilst we have continued to ride the waves of the national 
pandemic. Through compassion, respect and a desire to continue to flourish, we have taken an incredible journey as a 
community. We look forward to the day when we can welcome everyone back into school. I do hope that you all have a relaxing 
and safe half term break that is hopefully filled with some sun! 

Safeguarding: We continue to ensure that robust safeguarding systems are in place. We have updated our website for parents 
so that you know exactly what to do if you have a concern. https://stmarysinfants.herts.sch.uk/statutory-info/safeguarding/ We 
please ask that safeguarding concerns are raised directly with Mrs Archer, Miss Edey or Mrs Thorp as 
designated safeguarding leads.  
Our children continue to learn about keeping themselves safe through our physical, social, health and 
emotional (PSHE) curriculum.  This includes the children learning to name five different people that they 
could talk to if they were worried or concerned about anything.  Why don’t you talk to your child about 
who these five different people are? In school we have all written the names of these adults onto our 
‘helping hands’ which are displayed in the classrooms.  
 We would also like to recommend the NSPCC short video called ‘Pantosaurus’  (Talk PANTS with Pantosaurus and his PANTS song 
#TalkPANTS - YouTube) which reminds children about the need to keep their privates private.  This has been shared in school and 
would be useful for parents to reinforce this at home. 
Attached is the latest online safety newsletter from Herts for Learning. There is an interesting link to the Digital 5 a day 
framework from the Children’s Commissioner which you may want to explore. It provides guidance about how children can get 
the most from their time online, as well as balancing digital wellbeing with overall wellbeing. There is another article about Ollee, 
a new app which helps children to think about their feelings, get advice and find support from a trusted adult. Please take a few 
minutes to read up on these initiatives – it’s always better to put time and energy into prevention measures rather than cures. 
Health and Safety: Thank you for continuing to commit yourselves to reducing the spread of Covid19 and working with us to 
ensure robust measures are upheld. We are keeping up to date with the latest guidance and will keep parents informed should 
any current measures be lifted in the coming weeks. A separate letter has been sent to parents yesterday with regards to 
reporting positive Covid cases over the half term break. 

Our premises staff and Governing body are working with the local authority to review the impact of actions since our last 
inspection whereby we received a ‘good with many areas outstanding’ rating. We are confident that the good areas have been 
addressed. 

Our pupils have taken part in two fire drills this term and responded responsibly and with haste. Well done! 

Growing Our Church School Distinctiveness: Working Towards Our Key Ideals 
Uphold the Values of God: This term we have been championing the value of responsibility. Our pupils, through their pupil voice 
teams, have demonstrated their commitment to being responsible for what happens in their school, and it has been interesting 
to hear of how pupils are taking responsibility at home. Many are taking responsibly for their bedroom environment, and some 
are even taking responsibility for the wellbeing of their parents/carers, e.g. making toast or tea! 
Nurture Creativity and Encourage Curiosity: ‘Awe and wonder’ has been created in the early years to inspire and encourage the 
children to write. A mysterious egg was delivered to the setting and the mummy of the egg asked us to look after it and protect it 
from the troll.  Large paw prints appeared at the window suggesting a troll had visited.  By capturing their imagination, they have 
all produced posters, letters, signs and birthday cards.   

           
Learning Together, Flourishing Together:   
In school we have been busy awarding children in all the classes St Mary’s rosettes for displaying our school 
values and learning behaviours.  Examples of some of the reasons why children have earnt the rosettes are:  

• For displaying resilience when working in mathematics this week on particularly challenging 
learning. 

• For participating in music this week, with perseverance and commitment. 

https://stmarysinfants.herts.sch.uk/statutory-info/safeguarding/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-lL07JOGU5o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-lL07JOGU5o
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• For respecting the opinions of others during class discussions and during outside play. 
Supporting Parents to Support Learning at Home: Your child’s targets for common exception words and phonics will be sent out 
this week. Please keep learning these over half term.   
Mrs Thomas and Miss Farrant would like to thank the reception parents who take the time to read our weekly class story and use 
some of the ideas and activities to support their child’s learning at home.  These activities are in response to feedback from 
parental requests during our drop-in session last term.   
Connecting Communities: We are hoping to be working with a Czech school in London in the Autumn Term on a mutually 
agreeable art project to replicate some of the works of Franta Belsky. We will then exhibit our work and share our outcomes with 
the Czech Embassy and our local community.  
In Reception, we have been working with St Andrews and St Pauls Walden schools to develop an exciting programme to support 
and enrich the communication, speaking and language skills of our children.  We are working together on the project that will 
begin during the transition period in September and will hopefully support our children in making rapid progress with their 
speaking and language skills. 
Maths Hub: This year we are working with the NCETM on a maths mastery programme.  For this half term we have focussed on 
improving our reasoning skills. Each class has a ‘Maths Talk’ area on their working walls as we aim to improve the way we talk 
about maths and use mathematical language. We want our children to be able to reason mathematically and express their 
understanding, explaining how they came up with their answers. By doing this they will be able to apply their understanding to 
different areas of learning, becoming even more competent mathematicians!  
Religious Education: Recently, the teaching staff were lucky enough to have a session around Judaism subject knowledge in one 
of our staff meetings led by one of our network schools.  This will enable us to deliver high quality Judaism units during RE 
lessons to complement our Understanding Christianity scheme of work. Mrs Thorp recently completed an evaluation of RE 
provision and found that the children are making good progress in their learning and are developing their reasoning and 
evaluation skills.  The children were enthusiastic about their learning and able to tell Mrs Thorp all about their new learning.  In 
addition, we have recently had a visitor from the diocese who was very interested to see pupil explanations in this area of our 
curriculum. 
Supporting Local Businesses: Miss Edey is now part of a new board of directors, supporting and gaining insight of effective 
leadership across a range of business in Hertfordshire. We continue to source as many of our supplies from Baldock businesses as 
possible to give back to our local community. 
Church School Distinctiveness: Last week, we worked with the Diocese who provided the school with a ‘health check.’ Our visitor 
was very complimentary about the role of the parent body, PTA in their drive to achieve community cohesion. He was delighted 
with the work that has gone into the spiritual garden by a variety of stakeholders. He was also impressed with how pupils were 
encouraged and understood the concept of ‘forgiveness’. He commented that not only are our children taught ‘how to forgive’ 
but also in ‘how to move forward’ once differences with others are resolved. He noted the ‘pastoral’ support for both staff and 
pupils as being the heart of the school and identified that this is supporting the education of pupils. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
Parents, Carers and Wider Families Working in Partnership 
Pastoral Care: This term Mrs Archer has been supporting children 1:1 and in group sessions. They have been working on self-
esteem, anxiety, social skills and making and maintaining friendships. Within sessions pupils have explored these topics through 
forest school, nurturing groups at lunch time, physical breaks throughout the day, teamwork activities,  art (painting and 
drawing), building lego, or sometimes children would just like to quietly have a chat with no other distractions.   
Mrs Archer has also been working with the teachers, INCO and support staff within the classrooms identifying barriers to learning 
and supporting children to overcome these, adapting support where needed and triangulating this with parents and outside 
professionals when required. This has had a huge impact on pupil and parent wellbeing.  
If you feel like your child or family needs some extra support please contact Mrs Archer. She is here to listen and work closely 
with our families to communicate any concerns and to also celebrate your children’s successes.   
Supporting your own mental health 
The NHS offer some great advice on looking after your own mental health. Details on making a self-referral for further support 
can also be found on their website. 
https://www.hpft-iapt.nhs.uk/resources-and-self-help 
 

https://www.hpft-iapt.nhs.uk/resources-and-self-help
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Forest Schools 

 

During Forest School sessions we have been exploring how to colour fabric with natural dye. ‘Hapa Zome’ is the Japanese term 

for tapping leaves or flowers with mallets, to extract their natural pigment into cloth. The children learnt how to safely use a tool 

and create some natural art!  

The children decided they would like to set up camp at Forest School. Mrs Archer brought in her tent and the children did some 

fantastic teamwork, working together to put the tent up. This term we have discussed friendships and what it means to be a 

good friend. We have explored different emotions and self-esteem, discussing ‘what makes us special’.  

Hapa Zome Art If you would like to create some Hapa Zome art at home then all you need is some flowers, leaves, some cotton 

fabric or calico (slightly thicker fabric works best). You place the flowers and leaves between two pieces of fabric or by folding the 

cloth in half with the leaf or petal. Then gently tap with your mallet to make your art. We used ours as bunting and flags, but you 

could even print onto cotton/calico bags! 

Pupil Voice 
Worship Acolytes: This week, class teachers have set the Worship Acolytes the task of collating ideas for a school prayer that will 
be unique to St Mary’s. They will be using our vision, mission and values to support the creation of this. They will be asking all 
pupils to bring their ideas of what they would like to go into our communal prayer into school on Tuesday 8th June. Once this has 
been completed, we will then be working with Miss Collins on creating a St Mary’s School song that demonstrates who we are 
and what is important to us.  
Eco Warriors: The Eco-Warriors have ‘virtually’ presented our aim to achieve the Green Flag Award to the school and gained 
support from members of the wider school community. They have also completed the pupil-voice Environmental Review of the 
school and from this, have decided upon the three topic areas that they would like to help us all improve – Litter, Energy and 
Biodiversity. Each year group is responsible for planning how they might like to improve these areas and together, created an 
exciting action plan based on their aims. All the super work that the Eco-Warriors have been doing has earned St. Mary’s Infants 
the Bronze Eco-School Award! We are now working towards our Silver Award. Congratulations Eco-Warriors!  
Our House Captains are keeping busy inspiring their house teams to gain house points for demonstrating our learning 
behaviours.  Each week they are reading an inspirational quote to motivate others to continue to show our school values and 
they have totalled up the points for this half term.  The winning team Horse Chestnut, with 264 points.  Their moto for this half 
term was “Being different isn’t a bad thing. It means you’re brave enough to be yourself” - Luna Lovegood 
Pupil Parliament:  The pupil parliament in each year group has been busy recently looking at finding out how to make playtimes 
more interesting and even more fun. They asked their peers some questions about what makes playtime fun and what could be 
done to make it even more interesting. The children did not disappoint with some very interesting and fun ideas such as planting 
flowers in the school grounds, an array of exciting and fun games to play with their friends and some great playtime rules to keep 
them all safe and having fun. Now our Pupil Parliament will meet and look at the questionnaires to decide what we can use and 
how we can make playtime better. Find out in the next newsletter what they decided. 

Parent Voice: ‘Listening to Each other So That We Can all Flourish Together’ 

You Asked for … So we… 
In Reception, a phonics glossary and apps to support phonics 
and handwriting skills. 

Provided a glossary page, apps and social media resources to 
support parents. 

Support for pupils with making and securing friendships. Put in support for pupils with our pastoral leader. 

Information regarding transition. Worked with the Juniors earlier than usual to start the 
transition process and inform parents. 

 

‘Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds’   
On Monday 17th May Doug from Fitter Futures came to school and worked with all the classes. We learnt the following: 

• It is important to be active to help us be healthier, grow stronger, feel happy and help us learn. 
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• When we exercise, our heart rate increases, and our breathing gets faster. This means more blood travels around of our 

body and allows the part of our brain that controls our focus, positive attitude and ability to problem solve to get bigger. 

• When we feel like we are losing concentration we need to try an active brain break to refresh the mind, 2 to 5 minutes 

could make the difference. 

• After just a couple of minutes of high intensity exercise you will see an increase in focus, concentration, problem solving 

ability and positive can – do attitude (increase oxygen into relevant part of the brain). 

• A good workout will include fast paced actions (cardio), controlled strength and balance movements (core) and 

movements where our arms and legs cross the centre of our body. You can achieve all of these in just 2 mins. 

The children all enjoyed creating their own class active brain break with Doug. 

   

Growing Our Staffing Team 
We thank Mrs Mascaro for her service to St Mary’s while covering maternity leave since September 2020. She has been a huge 
asset to us and she will be greatly missed. We are hoping to still see Mrs Mascaro from time to time in her supply cover capacity. 
We welcome back Miss Waldwyn to our teaching assistant team. I know that the staff are very much looking forward to her 
return.  
All staff regularly take part in continuous professional development to keep us up to date with current best practise.  This 
includes weekly training with teaching assistants and regular staff meetings around our current development priorities as well as 
externally run courses.  Recently we have focused on the development of our maths practice in line with a ‘Maths Mastery’ 
approach, continuing to explore effective questioning and developing the enabling environment in the Early Years.  Next half 
term we are moving on to focus on our writing provision.   

PTA ‘Connecting the Community to Raise Funds to Enrich our Provision’ 
Fundraising 
Thank you to everyone who participated in our "Birds of Prey" poetry 
competition.  Every entry was truly unique, and it was a privilege to 
read through them.  Well done to everyone who took part. I know that 
the winners of the competition enjoyed an opportunity to handle the 
birds. All the children thoroughly enjoyed seeing the birds of prey, 
asking questions about them and writing recounts back in class.  
 
Father’s Day Mug Designs have gone to the printers! 
Thank you again to every family who purchased a mug for someone 
special - they looked lovely, and we hope the recipients like their mugs.  
Our PTA continue to be actively planning exciting events for our families this term. We thank all our PTA members for continuing 
to provide opportunities that enrich the lives of our pupils. 
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Attendance (%) Summer 

Week 
ending 

16.4.21 23.4.21 30.4.21 7.5.21 14.5.21 21.5.21 28.5.21 Average across 
the weeks 

Starlight 95.2% 94.6% 94.6% 90.0% 92.1% 93.8% 81.5% 

 
91.7% 

 

Sunshine 95.7% 95.5% 99.5% 87.2% 97.5% 98.2% 85.9% 
 

94.2% 
 

Venus 98.8% 99.5% 95.2% 95.2% 96.9% 96.7% 87.6% 
 

95.7% 
 

Mars 99.5% 97.5% 97.1% 94.3% 94.6% 96.6% 82.9% 
 

94.6% 
 

Saturn 96.1% 99.0% 99.3% 84.9% 92.7% 95.2% 81% 
 

92.6% 
 

Jupiter 94.0% 96.4% 95.3% 83.0% 93.3% 92.9% 87.5% 
 

91.8% 
 

Whole 
school 

96.4% 97.1% 96.9% 88.7% 94.6% 95.4% 84.2% 
 

93.3% 
 

 

31st May – 4th June HALF TERM  

Monday 7th June INSET DAY  

Friday 11th June Olympic Dance Workshop  

2nd – 9th July Virtual Balloon Race Details to follow 

Thursday 8th July Transition Day  

Friday 9th – Saturday 10th July 
PTA Year 2 Camp Out (covid restrictions 

permitting) 

Further details available at: 
http://bit.ly/pta-camp21 

Thursday 15th July Year 1 Sports Day  

Friday 16th July Year 2 Sports Day  

Monday 19th July Reception Sports Day  

Tuesday 20th July Leavers Assembly  

Wednesday 21st July End of Term – School Finishes 
Yr2 – 12.40pm 
Yr1 - 12.50pm 

Reception 1pm 
 

http://bit.ly/pta-camp21

