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St. Mary’s Church of England VC Infant School 
St Mary’s Way, Baldock, Herts, SG7 6HY 

Telephone: 01462 892347 
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Headteacher: Miss Verity Edey                         Deputy Head: Mrs Kathryn Thorp 

 

Friday 17th September 2021 

Welcome to Year 2 and Information 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to school!  Your children have settled in well and we have had an extensive handover from 

their Year 1 teachers.  Year 2 is an important year in their academic life and we naturally expect more 

from them than in Year 1, but rest assured we care about the whole development and wellbeing of your 

child.  Do speak to your child’s teacher about any new concerns.  As stated in Miss Edey’s letter about 

communication we are more available to arrange appointments at the end of the school day as we will be 

working with the children as soon as they arrive and can also be contacted via class Dojo or via the school 

office.   

Your Child’s Learning 

The Year 2 curriculum is available on our website, and we will share Dojo class story posts with you about 

what we have been learning during the week.   We encourage the children to take ownership of their 

learning and to take out anything from their book bag that needs to be handed in to the teacher when 

they arrive. Please encourage them to do this also.  

Children’s progress is continually monitored throughout the year so that we can ensure that their learning 

is personalised to their needs.  We have a parents evening in the week of 18th October and 21st March and 

then a formal school report in July.  However, if you have any concerns then you are more than welcome 

to discuss these with your teacher in between these times.    

The Year 2 children will be sitting their national ‘Phonics Screening Check’ just after October half term.  

This will be done in an informal way so that your child is not anxious.  This is the national test that the 

government expect children to take at the end of Year 1.  Due to the pandemic, they have instructed 

schools to administer this after October half term this year for the children in the year 2 cohort.  You will 

receive your child’s result from this screening test as soon as possible afterwards.   

Key Stage 1 National Curriculum tests will occur during May 2022.  These simply form a part of the 

evidence portfolio that your teacher will collect during the year to make an overall assessment in June.  

The results of these will be included as part of the children’s school report in July.  Year 2 teachers will 

hold a meeting for parents early in the Spring Term to aid parental understanding in how they can support 

their pupils to make progress. 

Please remember to bring your home school diary and reading book every day.  Children should place 

these in the reading basket so that we can listen to the children read and send messages to parents around 

the children’s learning in them.  Please note that we will not be able to check each diary for messages 
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from parents everyday and therefore we would appreciate messages being given to us either through a 

phone call to the office or at the end of the school day.   

PE is on Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s, and we ask children to come into school in their PE kits on these 

days. 

Special responsibilities 

The children in year 2 play an active role in our school pupil voice groups.  As the oldest children in our 

school, they lead these groups and work closely with staff in each of the areas.  We have Pupil Parliament 

representatives, Eco-Council representatives, Worship Acolytes and House Captains.   

Our House Captains for the year have been elected by the pupils and because the pandemic limited what 

the pupil voice groups could do last year, we have decided to allow last year’s representatives the chance 

to continue in these roles until Christmas.  New representatives will be voted for at the beginning of the 

spring term. 

We also have a range of helpful jobs which children may be given responsibility for in the classroom to 

help them to grow in independence and maturity, for example register monitor or classroom helper.   

Homework: 

We do expect the children in Year 2 to participate in home learning and the table below indicates the 

expectations. Additional or replacement activities may be agreed with your child’s class teacher 

depending on their needs.   

 

Activity  Frequency 

Reading including practise of Common Exception 
Words 

Preferably daily but at least three times a week. 
Books are changed on Monday’s and Friday’s and 
online books are available.  It helps to build fluency 
to re-read books mor than once. 

Maths A My Maths activity will be set every 2 weeks.  
Please contact your class teacher if you do not 
know your login 

Spelling – Common Exception Words Your child will be given individual spellings to learn 
and be tested on once per week.  Suggestions on 
how to learn irregular spellings will be sent home 
with the first set of words. 

Spelling – regular words that follow a pattern Your child will be given a ‘rule’ to learn on a Friday.  
They will be tested on words that fit this rule 
through dictated sentences the following Friday.  
We are purposely not giving them a list of words 
as we would like to see them applying the rule to 
lots of words throughout their writing.  We will 
choose words that fit the rule exactly.   

Maths Fluency As often as you can.  Suggested fun activities will 
be sent home once per half term. 
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Name uniform 

Please remember to name your child’s uniform so that it can be returned to you easily if misplaced.  

Jumpers and cardigans are often lost if they do not have the children’s name inside. Please can parents 

also ensure that our uniform policy is abided by. Pupils should only be wearing stud earrings and supply 

tape to cover these in PE. Pupils should be wearing tights and hair accessories of school schools only.  

Weather  

We have had some torrential weather this week and we just wanted to send a couple of reminders as well 

as confirm how the school operates with regards to outdoor learning.  

At break and lunchtime, unless the rain is torrential, or wind is significantly strong children will go outside 

to play. During times of snow and ice, decisions will be made with regards to whether pupils can go outside 

based on staffing support available to grit or maintain the area safe at that time.  

At lunchtimes, on rota, pupils can access the field and woodland area. Please can we ask Year 2 children 

to bring a pair of wellies into school in a named carrier bag. They will then be able to take part in visiting 

the woodland area. Thank you in advance for supplying these. 

All pupils must be sent to school with a named, suitable, waterproof coat with a hood please. If children 

are wearing a fleece, they must still bring a coat to school.  

All planned outdoor learning in class will continue to take place as above. 

Your Child’s wellbeing 

If your child is unwell, please call the School Office an let them know that your child will be absent.  If your 

child has been vomiting or has had diarrhoea, they should be kept off school for 48 hours from the last 

episode.   

Currently the government guidance is that should your child test positive for COVID-19 they must remain 

off school for 10 days from the onset of symptoms (positive test if no symptoms).  At this time there is no 

expectation that children under 18 who have been in contact with a positive case should isolate (unless 

they themselves test positive) and they should come to school as normal.   Please do not bring your child 

yourself if you have tested positive.   If this causes difficultly for you, please discuss this with the school.  

We will continue to follow government guidance on this and should that change then we will follow 

updated guidance as it is published.   

Please remember to send your child to school with a freshly filled, named, water bottle each day. 

 

A reminder about the P.T.A. – Parent/Teacher Association 

All parents are automatically members of the St. Mary’s Schools Parent/Teacher Association. The 

association exists to support both schools in various ways, but mainly by raising funds for enrichment 

opportunities that enhance the curriculum.   
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Any P.T.A. committee members will be pleased to let you know of ways in which you can help in the work 

of the P.T.A. email pta@stmarysinfants.herts.sch.uk 

We look forward to working successfully in partnership with you over the course of the year. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs Thorp         Mrs Corcoran 

Deputy Headteacher and Saturn Class Teacher    Jupiter Class Teacher 
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