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Art Curriculum Intent 

Progression of Skills and Knowledge 

 
Our Vision for Art 

Our aim is to provide a high-quality art education that will engage, inspire and challenge all pupils, enabling them to print, draw, paint, sculpt and make collages 
expressing themselves creatively and imaginatively using a variety of resources including natural resources. Pupils will be able to think critically about famous artwork. 
They will be able to remember the skills they have previously learnt and develop these skills over time by reviewing and practising them in each term. 

Spirituality Statement for Art 

Through art pupils should be empowered to develop their God-given creativity and enjoy “sharing” with others. They will do this by experiencing a sense of “awe and 
wonder” of nature, famous artwork and each other’s creations.  “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might” Ecclesiastes 9: 10 

Cultural Capital 
(Experiences that every child  should have). 

• Work collaboratively with an artist  

• See an artist in action, talk to them about their 
work and ask them questions 

• Visit galleries and have opportunities to learn more 
about the historical and cultural significance of the 
artwork they encounter  

• Work collaboratively on a large-scale piece  

• Show their work in a school gallery inviting their 
families to come and see their work 

• Experience the process of ‘being’ an artist, working 
on canvas, using an easel, organising, using and 
caring for their tools and seeking out new 
inspiration. 

Cross Curricular Links 
 

• Maths - exploring patterns, symmetry and sequences. Learning around shapes and shape drawing.  

• English - discussion and debate around artworks and artists being studied, studying the work of illustrators and 
creating new illustrations for existing stories  

• Computing – creating digital art and manipulating images. Using drawing applications to practise creating images 
using simple shapes and lines.  

• RE - the role of art, sculpture etc in religious buildings and their symbolic meanings 

• Music – listening to different types of music and creating drawings and artwork in response, exploring the effect 
of the different types of music on the work they have produced 

• Science – observational drawing of plants and other living things. Look at colours as they appear in nature, 
including natural pigments and spectacular coloured animals and plants.  

• History – cave drawings, introduce prehistory. 

 

Composite Objectives in D&T in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage 

 

Expressive Arts and Design - ELG: Creating with 
Materials  
Children at the expected level of development will: 

Composite Objectives in Art in Key Stage 1 
 

By the end of key stage 1 children should be taught to: 

• to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products (embedded throughout each topic). 

• to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 
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 - Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools 
and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, 
texture, form and function;  
- Share their creations, explaining the process they 
have used 
 
ELG: Fine Motor Skills:  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent 
writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases;  
- Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint 
brushes and cutlery;  
- Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

• to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, 
form and space 

• about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and 
similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

 

 Year 1 Year 2 

 
Autumn 1 
 
 

To understand that there are primary colours and what 
they are. 

• To know that the primary colours are red, yellow 
and blue.  

• To know why the primary colours are special. 

To recognise primary, secondary, warm and cool 
colours. 
 

• To know that the primary colours are red, 
yellow and blue.  

• To know that primary colours can be 
mixed to make secondary colours. 

•  To know that there are warm and cool 
colours.  

• To know that warm and cool colours can 
create different moods. 

To identify secondary colours, warm and cool colours. 

• To identify secondary colours.  

• To identify warm and cool colours.  

• To know that warm and cool colours can create 
different moods.  

• To know that Van Gogh painted Sunflowers. 

To know what a tint and a shade is. 

• To know that a tint can be made by adding 
white to a colour.  

• To know that a shade can be made by 
adding black to a colour. 
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To know what tints and shades are. 

• To know that a tint can be made by adding white 
to a colour and a shade can be made by adding 
black to a colour.  

• To be able to explain how colours have been 
altered to create a tint and a shade. 

(Lesson 3 / 4) To recognise and name geometric 
shapes in art. 
 

• Geometric shapes are shapes that can be 
named.  

• Geometric shapes can be 2d or 3d. 2d 
geometric shapes include: squares, circles, 
triangles, rectangles, ovals, and diamonds.  

• Artists can use geometric shapes. 

To understand that artists can use tints and shades of 
blue to paint water. 

• To know that artists use shades and tints of blue 
to paint water.  

• To know that David Hockney painted A Bigger 
Splash. 

 

To know what an organic shape is 

• An organic shape is a shape that 
cannot be named (unlike a geometric 
shape) Organic shapes are less regular 
than geometric shapes and are often 
seen in nature.   

• Artists can use organic shapes. 

To study how Monet uses tints and shades. 

• To know that artists use shades and tints of blue 
to paint the sea and the sky.  

• To know that Monet painted a variety of 
seascapes.  

• To know that a brushstroke is a mark a painter 
makes with their brush. 

To know what an organic shape is 

• An organic shape is a shape that cannot be 
named (unlike a geometric shape)  

• Organic shapes are less regular than 
geometric shapes and are often seen in 
nature. 

•  Artists can use organic shapes. 

To experiment using different materials to show a stormy 
sea. 

• To know that Monet painted a variety of 
seascapes.  

• To be able to use descriptive vocabulary when 
responding to work of famous artists. 

To know that Calder used organic shapes to make 
his sculptures. 

• Calder used organic shapes to make his 
sculptures.  

• Calder made his sculptures out of wire.  

• Calder had to make sure that his mobile 
sculptures balanced. 
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 primary colours, secondary, mix, warm, cool, tint, white, 
lighter, shade, black, darker, shades,  shade,  rough, calm, 

brushstroke, materials 

Primary colours,  Secondary, Warm, cool, tint, 
white, lighter, shade, black,  darker,  mix, 
geometric shape, 2d,  3d, edge,  corner, organic 
shape,  shades, sculpture 

Autumn 2 To show what I know about line in art. 

• To identify and use different kinds of lines. 

 

To understand how Matisse made his cutouts 

• Matisse made colourful pictures by cutting 
out and arranging shapes.  

• Matisse called this “painting with scissors”.  

• Matisse made the cutouts when he was 
old and ill.  

• Matisse carefully considered the 
arrangement (composition) of his shapes 

To know that artists can use lines, made from different 
materials, to show different things 

• Artists use lines to show different things.  

• Artists can use different materials to make lines. 

To know that Matisse used organic shapes and 
complementary colours in his cut-outs 

• Organic shapes often appear in nature.  

• Matisse used organic shapes in his cut-
outs.  

• Complementary colours are opposite each 
other on the colour wheel.  

• Matisse used complementary colours in 
his cut-outs. 

To study how Miro uses line. 

• To identify different types of line.  

• To explore how Miro use lines.  

• To know that lines can be used to represent lots 
of different things. 

To understand that Matisse carefully considered 
the composition of his cut-outs 

• To know that composition means how 
different ingredients in art (e.g. colour and 
shape) are put together to make up a 
whole work of art.  

• To know that Matisse carefully considered 
the composition of this cutouts. 
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To study how Miro uses line. 

• To identify and use different lines.  

• To know how Miro used lines. 

To understand that artists can show how 
something feels. 

• To know that visual texture means how 
artists show what something feels like. 

•  To know that artists can create visual 
texture using different marks.  

• To know that the Arnolfini Portrait is a 
masterpiece in visual texture. 

To study how Klee used lines. 

• To know that lines were important to Klee.  

• To know that different lines can create different 
shapes.  

• To know that different shapes can represent 
different things. 

To explore how artists create visual texture. 

• To know that artists can create visual 
texture by using different marks. 

•  To know that artists can create visual 
texture by using different colours. 

To know that Klee used lines draw landscapes 

• To know that Klee used lines to draw landscapes.  

• To know that Klee used his imagination.  

• To know that artists can use lines to show 
different shapes 

To understand more about the Arnolfini Portrait 

• Parts of the Arnolfini portrait show us 
things about the people in it.  

• Parts of the Arnolfini portrait show us 
things about Jan van Eyck. 

Straight, zigzag, curved, wavy, loop, thick, thin, materials, 
primary, shape, landscape, imagination 

 

Primary, secondary,  organic shape, cut-out, 
composition, complementary, texture,  visual 

texture, feel,  rough,  smooth, soft, hard,  fluffy 

Spring 1 
 

 

To understand that architecture is the art of 
designing buildings 

• To know that architecture is the art of designing 
buildings.  

• To know that people who design buildings are 
called architects.  

To understand what a portrait and a self-portrait 
is. 

• To know that a portrait is a word used to 
describe a picture of a real person  
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• To know that design is planning and drawing how 
a building is going to look. 

• Portraits can tell you about how 
somebody feels, how they looked, their 
status or their personality.  

• Portraits that artists create of themselves 
are called ‘self-portraits’.  

• Many famous artists have created self-
portraits including Frieda Kahlo 

To understand that buildings are built for a purpose 

• To know that different buildings have different 
purposes  

• Westminster Abbey is the coronation church  

• St Paul’s Cathedral was designed by Christopher 
Wren and built after the fire of London.  

• The Houses of Parliament are used by our 
government to make decisions in. The clock 
tower is known Big Ben 

To explore the use of colour in self-portraits. 

• Artists think carefully about the colour of 
the paints they use in self-portraits . 

• Artists mix different colours to represent 
skin colour.  

• An artist can use different skin tones to 
show light and shade. 

To be able to describe different features of buildings. 

• To know that architects design features such as 
arches, pillars or domes.  

• Features have different purposes.   

• Westminster Abbey has a rose window. 

To understand how artists represent themselves 
through self-portraits. 

• The word ‘represent’ means to show what 
a person is like in a portrait  

• Artists represent themselves in self-
portraits.  

• Rembrandt painted many portraits in his 
life which show himself in different ways. 

• We can choose how to represent 
ourselves in our own self-portraits 

To be able to describe different features of Southwark 
Cathedral. 

• To know that Southwark Cathedral is a church in 
London It has different features like pillars, 

To understand that artists represent themselves 
through self-portraits. 
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arches, stained glass windows, a tower and 
gargoyles.  

•  A gargoyle is a carved face of a person or an 
animal which acts as a spout to take the water 
away from a building. 

• The word ‘represent’ means to show what 
a person is like in a portrait Artists 
represent themselves in self-portraits. 

• Gentileschi, who was unusual as a trained 
woman artist, painted a self-portrait 
showing herself painting. 

To design a building with a purpose. 

• To know that buildings are designed for a 
purpose.  

• To know that architects think about the purpose 
of a building when they are designing it. 

To explore how an artist can represent themselves 
or others in different ways. 

• To know that Picasso’s painting style 
changed over time. 

•  To know that cubism is a way of painting 
or drawing where artists show more than 
one view of something in the same 
picture.  

• To know what a cubist picture looks like. 

To show what I know about architecture 

• To know that buildings are designed for a 
purpose.  

• To know that architects think about the purpose 
of a building when they are designing it. 

To know what a cubist picture looks like. 

• To know that cubism is a way of painting 
or drawing where artists show more than 
one view of something in the same 
picture.  

• To know what a cubist picture looks like. 

Key Vocabulary: 
architecture,  architect, building , design,  purpose, 

feature, gargoyle, Design  Features, Purpose, reason 

Key Vocabulary: 

Portrait, self-portrait,  represent,  facial features, 
tone, tint, shade, skin tone colour mixing 

represent, detail,  expression, feelings, emotions, 
interests, profile, cubist, cubism, profile 

 

Spring 2 To understand that artists can paint using different styles 

• Style means how something looks.  

• Artists can paint using different styles.  

To understand what a landscape painting is 

• A landscape is an image of the natural 
environment seen in one view i.e. an 
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• Pointillism is a way of painting where the artists 
uses lots of small dots to create an image.  

• Georges Seurat was a famous artist who painted 
using the technique of pointillism. 

expanse of scenery such as mountains, 
fields or the sea. 

 

•  Turner and Constable were English 
painters who both painted landscapes 

To know that Van Gogh painted in different styles. 

• Van Gogh painted in different styles.  

• Van Gogh sometimes painted using short 
brushstrokes and swirls.  

• A brushstroke is the mark made by a paintbrush. 

To explore different methods for painting 
landscapes 
 

• To understand that different painters used 
different methods for painting landscapes 

To know that Van Gogh used short brushstrokes in Starry 
Night. 

• There are many different ways in which a paint 
brush can be used.  

• Van Gogh used short brushstrokes in his painting, 
The Starry Night. 

(Lesson 3 and 4) To understand that Turner used 
bold brushstrokes 

• Turner used bold brushstrokes  

 

• Turner painted in a different way from 
other artists of his time 

To understand that art can tell a story Art can tell a story.  

• The word narrative means story.  

• St George and the Dragon is a narrative that has 
been told through art. 

To understand that artists can use symmetry 
 

• Symmetry exists in nature.  

• Artists can use symmetry in what they 
create.  

• Leonardo da Vinci uses symmetry in The 
Last Supper 

To explore how characters are represented in art. A 
character is a figure or person in a story or piece of art.  

• Artists think carefully about how they represent 
characters in their work.  

To use symmetry to create a work of art 

• Artists can create works of art using 
symmetry  

• Artists can use natural objects to create 
sculptures 



 

9 
 

• We can find out about characters from looking at 
how artists have painted them. 

•  A sculpture can be temporary 

Key Vocabulary: 
Style, pointillism, technique, brushstroke, retell, story, 

narrative, character, setting, character, personality, hero 

Key Vocabulary: 
Landscape, seascape, method sketch, brushstroke, 
symmetry, symmetrical, line of symmetry, nature 

symmetry, natural, materials, temporary 

Summer 1 To understand that art can tell us about people.  

• To know that art can tell us about people.  

• To know that art can tell us about how people 
lived.  

• To understand that artists can use art to give 
messages. 

To know that artists have shown myths in art 
throughout history 

• A history painting means paintings that tell 
stories from myths, classical history and 
the Bible.  

 

• A mythological work of art depicts 
characters or a narrative from mythology. 

•  To understand that in Western European 
painting these paintings are generally from 
classical mythology.  

• To recognise images from classical 
mythology and identify the narrative/ 
characters/setting 

To know that artists sometime plan their paintings  

• To know that Hogarth painted The Graham 
Children. 

• To know that artists sometimes plan their 
paintings to describe different lines and shapes. 

To know that a work of art can tell part or the 
whole of a narrative. 

• To understand that a mythological work of 
art can show part or the whole of a myth.  

• To recognise images from classical 
mythology and identify the characters/ 
setting/narrative  

• To know that Angelica Kauffman was one 
of only two women to be founding 
members of the Royal Academy of Art in 
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London and was a history painter and 
trained by her father. 

To understand how to match colours and choose a brush.  

• The primary colours are red, yellow and blue.  

• Primary colours can be mixed to make secondary 
colours which are orange, purple and green.  

• Tints and shades are made by adding white and 
black to a colour.  

• When using watercolour paint you can make a 
colour lighter by adding water. 

To know that Picasso painted many pictures of the 
Minotaur 

• To know that Picasso made many pictures 
of the minotaur  

• Artists can show different characteristics 
of a character by the way they draw. 

To understand that art can tell us about how children 
lived in the past.  

• Art can tell us about people in the past.  

• Artists can paint what they see. 

(Lesson 4 & 5)To know that an artist can show 
different characteristics by the way they draw. 

• An artist can show different characteristics 
by the way they draw. 

To understand what cubism means.  

• Cubism means showing different views of the 
same thing in one picture.  

• David Hockney’s The Scrabble Game is painted in 
a cubist style. 

To know that many artists have shown classical 
myths in their paintings 

• Many artists have shown classical myths in 
their paintings. 

•  Caravaggio painted a picture of Medusa. 

•  Antonio del Pollaiuolo painted a picture of 
Apollo and Daphne 

To create a cubist picture 

• Cubism means showing different views of the 
same thing in one picture 

 

Key Vocabulary: 
Artist, children, past, luxury, wealth, message, 

information, pose, position, line, shape, primary, 
secondary, mix, tint, shade, watercolour, brush size, 

Key Vocabulary: 
History painting, myth, mythological  painting, 

classical, narrative, characters,  setting Theseus, 
Ariadne, Minotaur, Minos, Aegeus Crete, Naxos, 
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detail, games/toys, past, today, change, difference, 
cubism 

Myth, history, painter, painting, maze, labyrinth, 
Spain, characteristics, line, tone, highlights, 

shadow, mid-tones, collage 

Summer 2 To understand that sculpture is a 3D form of art. 3D 
means something that has length, width and depth, not a 

picture drawn flat on a page.  

• Sculpture is a 3D form of art.  

• Sculpture can be made out of lots of different 
materials A sculpture can be built up or carved 

away. 

 

To know that Degas made a sculpture from wax called 
Little Dancer Aged Fourteen.  

• A person who creates sculptures is called a 
sculptor.  

• Sculptures can be made from different materials 
such as wax, clay and bronze. 

 

To know that sculptors make sketches and models to 
plan their sculptures.  

• Sculptors use models and sketches to plan their 
sculptures.  

• A model for a sculpture is called a maquette. 

 

To understand that sculptures can be made by casting  

• Sculptures can be made by casting Casting means 
to make a sculpture by pouring liquid into a 

mould  

• Antony Gormley made a sculpture called 
‘Another Place’ by casting 100 people in iron. 

 

To know that sculptors can add colour to their sculptures  

• Sculptors can add different colours to their 
sculptures. 
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• Lots of sculptures are made by casting bronze.  

• Different colours on the surface of a bronze are 
called its patina.  

• Barbara Hepworth made many different 
sculptures in bronze with different patina. 

To know that sculptors use different styles Sculptors use 
different styles.  

• Style in art means how a piece of art looks.  

• Giacometti sometimes sculpted in plaster around 
a wire armature.  

• An armature is a frame to build a sculpture on. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 
2d, length, width, depth, material, carve, sculpture,  

sculptor, material, wax, clay, bronze maquette, model,  
sketch casting, mould, bronze, iron, bronze, patina, Style,  

armature, plaster 

Key Vocabulary: 

Art Curriculum Implementation 
 

We use the ‘Primary Knowledge Curriculum’ for art. This is a knowledge rich curriculum. Knowledge, in the realm of art means knowledge not only of artists, designers, architects and 
their work, but of the artistic concepts that relate to their work shown in different types and styles of art, how these relate to each other in a historical context and how this affects the 
children’s own use of materials and development of skills. The curriculum is designed to enable children to learn by making connections between the work of artists, architects and 
designers (which they study critically) and their own work, which they evaluate and relate back to the works they have studied. Meaningful opportunities for self-expression and 
individual response are woven through the curriculum, giving children space to learn who they are as an artist. Units of work in the curriculum focus on the different concepts in art and 
different types of art. In this context concepts in art means the different elements of art (line, shape, colour, tone, form, space, visual texture and tone), how an artist combines these 
elements and produces art in different styles, for example realistic or abstract art. Different types of art means the different media used to make art (e.g. sculpture, architecture or 
painting) 

The overall scheme of the curriculum provides for gradual progression in terms of skills (split into painting, drawing, 3D form, collage, textiles, printmaking and mixed media), introducing 
the children to as diverse a range of materials as possible. It also provides for progression in terms of knowledge of different concepts and types of art. 
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 The structure of the planning also provides for progression in terms of process in art, both in terms of critical analysis of others’ art and the necessary observation, exploration and 
evaluation needed for the children to create their own art. 

 Where a unit looks at a period in history which is also addressed in the history curriculum, the art unit is taught after the history unit. This allows the children to approach their study of 
art with a degree of confidence and ‘expertise’ and to consolidate their knowledge by creating connections between the different disciplines. 

We adapt the curriculum to meet the needs of our learners through our St Mary’s implementation approaches e.g. reading widely, talk partners and vocabulary acquisition. 

 

 

 


