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Our Vision 

We aspire to be a community living life in all its fullness. We share, care, learn and love with God, 

valuing the dignity and respect of all humanity and creation. Through the power of the Holy Spirit 

Jesus’ Kingdom comes and everyone can flourish together. 

Our Mission 

‘Sharing, caring, learning and loving with God.’ 

Our Values 

Friendship, Perseverance, Respect, Trust, Thankfulness, Humility, Generosity, Forgiveness, Courage, 

Peace, Compassion, Responsibility 

Our 6 Key ideals that underpin our vision 

 

 Uphold the Values 

of God 

 

Nurture 

Creativity, 

Encourage 

Curiosity 

Learning Together, 

Flourishing Together 

Connecting 

Communities 

 Stimulating 

Surroundings 

 

 One Message  

 

 

Understanding our vision 

Our 6 key ideals were created through the input of all stakeholders as being important factors in 

what we want from our school every day. 

‘We aspire to be a community living life in all its fullness’ (John 10:10) Church of England vision for 

Education 

‘Sharing, Caring, Learning and Loving with God’ (School’s mission statement) 

‘Valuing the dignity and respect of all humanity and all creation’ (Reference to Jonah and the Whale 

and the Church of England vision) 



 ‘Through the power of the Holy Spirit’ (The importance of the Holy trinity and that we can’t do it 

alone. We must work together.) 

‘Jesus’ kingdom comes.’  (Themed verse, Lord ’s Prayer and the goal of the school for us to create a 

peaceful and successful kingdom) 

Flourish: Achievement 

Together: Community  

  



 

Planning 

The cycle of observation, assessment, planning, observation is carried out on a moment-by-

moment basis.   

 

We have focus children each week (approximately 10% of the group). 

 

Activities that occur are recorded when the cycle is complete.  These records are on the 

learning journeys for the focus children and significant or wow moments for individuals who 

aren’t focus children are recorded through a photograph or the details are noted on a post it 

note and added to their learning journey. 

 

Children are given an opportunity to create their own learning journal with use of a 

journalling station within the provision. This will allow children to take pride in the learning 

and also promote independence with selecting work they feel they have worked hard on 

and would like to form part of their learning journey. Within this area, they have access to a 

printer to print out picture evidence of their work and various writing tools to add names 

and captions depending on their writing ability this may need to be supported by staff. This 

allows time for the children to reflect on their learning.  

 

 

We work in this way because ... 

 

“Children are born with a natural desire to explore and learn and practitioners can support 

them in this.  We do this by creating an enabling environment (both physical and emotional) 

and through the relationships and interactions that the children experience.  We do not 

plan ahead, rather we remain “in the moment” with the children as they explore and 

learn.  We observe carefully and enhance the learning whenever we spot a “teachable 

moment”.  Our observations, interactions and the outcomes are recorded afterwards”. 

ANNA EPHGRAVE- GUEST BLOG “IN THE MOMENT” 
APRIL 16, 2015 BY EYFSMATTERS 

 

 

We have focus children NOT focus activities. 

 

The adult goes to the child.  The child is NOT called to come to the adult. 

 

We work this way because high-level involvement occurs in child-initiated activity. 

 

https://eyfsmatters.wordpress.com/2015/04/16/anna-ephgrave-guest-blog-in-the-moment/
https://eyfsmatters.wordpress.com/author/eyfsmatters/


Principled early years education is about quality, and it’s about equality. It’s about the 

child’s right to play, to experience sensitive and loving care and to have an appropriate early 

years education.  

Guest Post – Julian Grenier – Successful Early Years Ofsted Inspections. 
Alistair Bryce-CleggJune 17, 2017  

 
Although the children will be split into 2 Registration groups- Starlight and Sunshine- this 
will be solely for the purpose of safeguarding to ensure the morning and afternoon 
procedures are clear and the cohort split sufficiently so as careful monitoring can be had of 
children in and out of school. During these registration and dismissal times the separation 
door between the two classes will be closed to ensure teachers can safely monitor the 
children. The children will as a whole cohort form an EYFS hub- this will enable development 
of the clearly defined areas within the provision to be accessible to all children at all times 
when adult ratio allows.  
 

 

 

Progress and Development 

 

When children show high levels of involvement, that is when there is progress and 

development occurring – when the brain is at its most active.  High level involvement occurs 

most often when children can pursue their own interests in an enabling environment. 

Planning in the moment helps to make this possible. 

An Enabling Environment 

We have a workshop style environment indoors and outside.  Nothing is set out on the 

tables.  The children select what they want to do in each area. 

The principle is that resources are accessible to the children and they are varied, open-

ended and high quality. 

This gives children the opportunity to select resources to support their chosen activity. 



 
 

The Role of The Adult 

 

The adults are there to facilitate learning.  They do this through observations and 

interactions. 

Our adults know the children very well and have a sound understanding of child 

development.  This ensures that the adults enhance and extend the learning at the 

appropriate level. 

 

Quality Interactions 

The children become involved in activities of their choice.  The adults observe the children 

carefully, join them, when appropriate, and engage in quality interactions (teaching) to 

move the learning on.   

 

Sir Michael Wilshaw says:- 

“Early years provision is only as good as the quality of interaction between adults and 

children.”  

 

Planning in the Moment 

We use the observation cycle on a moment by moment basis.  The focus children are given 

extra attention, but all the children are busy and learning all the time.   

The learning journeys are a record of activities that have occurred.   

It is particularly important that the adults’ input is recorded.   

The symbol “T” indicates “adult”.  Adult input is highlighted in yellow:-  

“T” suggests … encourages …models …asks ponders …helps … offers resources .. etc.” 



 

Planning 

The “learning journeys” are blank at the start of the week.  They are then filled up gradually 

during the week.  All adults contribute to these sheets.  When possible, photos are printed 

and added to the records. 

In addition, “Wow” moments are recorded for all children as and when they occur. 

 

 

Three Characteristics of Effective Learning (Revised EYFS) 

 

Playing and Exploring – do they investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’?  

Learning Actively – do they concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, 

and enjoy achievements? 

Creating and Thinking Critically – do they have and develop their own ideas, make links 

between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.  

 

With a system of focus children, a workshop style environment and records kept on 

learning journeys, the children are learning effectively all the time!! 

 

 

“Teaching should not be taken to imply a ‘top down’ or formal way of working.  It is a broad 

term that covers the many different ways in which adults help young children learn.  It 

includes: their interactions with children during planned and child-initiated play and 

activities, communicating and modelling language, showing, explaining, demonstrating, 

exploring ideas, encouraging, questioning, recalling, providing a narrative for what they are 

doing, facilitating and setting challenges.  It takes account of the equipment that adults 

provide and the attention given to the physical environment, as well as the structure and 

routines of the day that establish expectations.  Integral to teaching is how practitioners 

what children know, understand and can do, as well as taking account of their interests and 

dispositions to learn (characteristics of effective learning), and how practitioners use this 

information to plan children’s next steps in learning and to monitor their progress.” 

School inspection handbook 

November 2019, Np. 190017 

      

 

 

Keeping the Balance 

 

The children initiate their own learning and the adults support and guide them to extend the 

learning opportunities. 

 



Throughout the year we assess and review the progress of all the children. 

 

We introduce teaching of specific skills as and when appropriate to individual children and 

groups of children.  

 

Indoor and Outdoor plans for EYFS setting in St Mary’s Infants School 

In this paper I have aimed to not only show the plan for the setting, to maximise continuous 

provision and learning opportunities, but also highlighted the different areas of learning that 

are being developed in each area of the setting.  The list is not exhaustive, as a well-planned 

setting should have high levels of involvement in all areas and so will offer the opportunity 

for every child to develop their skills across the prime and specific areas.  I have listed the 

characteristics of learning below and believe a well-planned setting will enable these to be 

displayed in all areas.   

playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’  

active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and 

enjoy achievements  

creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links 

between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things 

 

 

Starlight Classroom 

As you enter from the corridor this plan takes you around the classroom clockwise starting 

with the art area on the left-hand side as you enter. 

Art Area: 

Resources to include: 

various collage materials, ribbons, Sellotape in a dispenser, masking tape in a dispenser, 

hole punches, split pins, string, glue, scissors, pencils, pens, boxes and tubes of different 

sizes, powder paints in sugar shakers, liquid paints in hand soap dispensers, a range of 

painting implements to include brushes, sticks, natural resources to experiment with 

texture, an easel to paint on and a drying rack. 

 

NB – If we continue to use old pieces of equipment to house the resources trays or baskets 

can replace the current large plastic boxes so the children are able to see the resources 

available.  If we can buy a piece of furniture with tilted boxes all the better.  Also, there will 

be an allocated area where the children can leave their work so they are able to return to it 

to finish or improve it. 

 

• All boxes will be labelled and resources on top will be shadowed (less is more) 

• Books with creative ideas and techniques will be available in this area. 

• Aprons should ideally be hung for easy access for the children.  



 

Sewing: 

Sewing resources will be made available to the children.  One of the small wheeled units 

could be used to house the resources and this can then be wheeled next to one of the tables 

in the classroom and we will have to teach the children how to use the resources safely and 

effectively.   

Resources to include; material, Binca, needles, cotton, string, wool, felt, buttons, beads 

scissors.  Paper, pens and pencils should be included for the children to plan their designs or 

write about them after they have completed their sewing.  An iPad should be made 

available for the children to take pictures of what they have made.  

Learning and development within this area:  

CL: Talking to their peers and adults about what they are making, how and why.  Asking if 

they can use equipment or resources that another child is using.  Answering why and how 

questions from their peers and adults.  They will learn to connect ideas together to 

communicate their thoughts.  

PSE: The children will be able to develop their confidence to try new activities and share 

their ideas and thoughts and to choose the resources that they need for their chosen 

activity.    They will be able to develop this confidence and know when and how to ask for 

help when they need it.  They will have the opportunity to consider other peoples’ feelings, 

whether they need support and encouragement or praise for what they have achieved.  

Through this they will be able to develop positive relationships with the peers.  This will also 

enable them to display the school values. 

PD: They will develop their fine motor skills through cutting, sticking, painting, mark making, 

writing etc enabling them to use simple tools effectively and safely to change materials.  

They will also develop their health and selfcare through using the tools, tidying up and 

wearing aprons when appropriate and washing their hands. 

Literacy: There will be opportunities for them to make labels or plans write instructions on 

how to make something.  They will be exposed to reading their own work and that of 

others, as well as the information books that will be available.  

Maths:  They will be able to measure, talk about shape and position.  Opportunities to count 

will include; counting out the number of resources they need or even sharing and halving 

with the friends to make it fair.  Recognising and talking about 2d and 3d shapes.  The 

children will be able to develop their language of length when selecting or using resources 

or comparing them to others available, or those their friends are using.  They will be able to 

use and develop the language of time when explaining how long they have been working on 

a project.  They might also sequence events when talking about how they have made their 

piece of artwork.  

EAD:  Allows the children to explore what happens when they mix colours, experiment to 

create different textures, understand that different media can be combined to create new 

effects.  The children can learn to manipulate materials to achieve a planned effect, 

construct with a purpose in mind, using a variety of resources, use simple tools and 



techniques competently and appropriately. The children can clearly see the resources 

available and select them appropriately and adapts work where necessary, select tools and 

techniques needed to shape, assemble and join materials they are using.   

UW:  Using the iPad or camera to take pictures of their work will allow the children to 

develop their technology skills.   

 

Sand / Water trays: 

Resources to include; sand, measuring jugs of different sizes, different sizes of bucket and 

spades, funnels, shells, sea creatures, sieve, rake, spoons, etc. 

 

Water, measuring jugs of different sizes, boats of different sizes, funnels, sponges, pipets, 

spoons of different sizes,  

Learning and development within this area:  

CL:  The children will be able to talk to each other about what they are making, found or 

discovered.  The well-considered resources will give them an opportunity to talk, create and 

develop communication skills.  They could retell stories or make up their own narrative.  

They will need to communicate to each other which resources they would like to use.   

PSE: The children will need to work together to share the resources, therefore learning to 

take turn and understand that they cannot simply take things.  They will have the 

opportunity to share their understanding and what they consider they are good at and what 

they have achieved. 

PD: They will develop their fine motor skills through using the resources or hands to dig and 

manipulate.  The children will also develop their ability to look after themselves by; washing 

their hands properly once they have used the sand and wearing an apron when using the 

water tray and the importance of not splashing the water on to the floor as it could be a 

safety issue. 

Maths:  They could measure time using a sand timer when taking turns.  The children would 

have the opportunity to count how many resources they find hidden in the sand or how 

many sandcastles they make, through this there are recording opportunities.  They could say 

one more or one less as they are made or collapsed. They could learn about size by 

matching and using vocabulary to talk about the different size of resources e.g. the large 

bucket and spade or height and length of castles.  They could use positional language e.g. 

the starfish is on top of the castle.  

In the water tray they could sing counting nursery rhymes such as ‘5 little speckled frogs’ or 

‘5 little ducks went swimming one day’.  The children will be able to use and develop their 

language of capacity using containers of different sizes and shapes.   

EAD: The children will be able to create different structures in the sand pit using the 

resources or simply their hands.  They will be able make up and tell stories independently or 

with their friends.  They might even sing a song such as ‘Baby shark’.  The children will be 

able to experiment with making patterns using the different resources available to them.   

 



Carpet area with IWB and large wall mounted white board (half used as phonics board) 

This area will be available for whole class learning, story time as well as through CHIL.   The 

white board and interactive white board are great resources for recording the children’s 

ideas or the learning that is taking place to display on the learning walls.   

 

Small world area (under the window) 

Resources to include; 

wild animals, woodland animals, people, dinosaurs, vehicles, farm animals, material for 

children to create costumes or landscapes. 

 

Construction area (next to the small world) 

Resources to include; 

Lego, wooden blocks / village, interlocking wooden shapes, wooden train set, vehicles, etc. 

(dependant on children’s interest and resources available), tape measures, Numicon and 

sand or digital timers. 

 

NB, two new units have been purchased for use in the construction and small world area.  

The resources will be displayed clearly on the shelves and will be shadowed.  The bottom 

shelf of each unit will have baskets where resources such as the fabric, tape measures and 

Numicon will be houses. 

 

Areas of learning and development within this area:  

EAD: The children will be able to build, join and create scenes and objects using the 

different building resources.  They will be able to think imaginatively through creating 

everyday objects out of the available resources. 

CL: The children will be able to talk to the peers and adults about what they have made.  

They will also be able to create stories that they can share. 

Maths:  There are many opportunities to develop the children’s maths skills in this area 

through counting, ordering, sorting and comparing the different resources.  The children will 

be able to learn to say one more or one less with resources such as the farm animals, people 

or vehicles.  The building blocks will facilitate learning about shapes and their properties.  By 

adding the tape measures, Numicon and timers many more maths opportunities are 

created.   

Lit:  The children will be able to draw plans, write labels for their work, write stories using 

the scenes they have created.  This can be done with an adult’s assistance if they are not at 

that stage already.  These stories can then be acted out with the class during carpet time.   

UW: The children will demonstrate their understanding of the world through the way in 

which they play in this area and through the language they use and the conversation or 

narrative that they add to their play.   

PD: The children will develop their fine motor skills.  They will also develop their 

understanding of how to handle the resources safely.  



PSE: The children will have to share effectively, communicating with other to negotiate and 

learning to wait until it si their go.  They can offer praise to each other or support to a friend 

who is getting frustrated and can not achieve their end goal.   

 

 

Cloak room to house coats and wellies (inside the external entrance to the classroom) 

 

 

Role play area – this will change depending on children’s interest and relevant learning links 

Resources included should be as authentic as possible, remembering less is more, whilst 

ensuring there are enough for the children to have a high level of involvement in their play.   

Learning and development within this area:  

CL, EAD, PSE: There will be a great deal of communication and language opportunities in 

this area if set up effectively.  Even if children are by themselves, they will tend to talk and 

add narrative to their play.  They put themselves into the position of somebody else, thus 

thinking about what they would say, do and how they would act.  The communication they 

have between each other will develop especially if they have developing empathy for the 

person they are pretending to be.   

Lit: There will always be writing opportunities in this area, therefore there should be a range 

of writing resources, e.g. in a home corner note pads and paper, in a veterinary surgery 

there could be a clipboard with a writing template on.  This will be dependent on the 

children and the theme but there must always be resources available and opportunities 

modelled to the children. 

Maths: This should be evident in all role plays as it will be interwoven into all areas.  For 

example, in a home role play the children might need to count out cutlery and plates or 

follow a recipe to make a cake.  The opportunities will depend on the resources we make 

available to the children and the scaffolding and modelling that we provide to enhance the 

children’s learning.  

PD: In a home area the food and recipes could help to develop their understanding of a 

healthy and balanced diet.  Also, by adding a doll and a baby bath or an empty hand soap on 

the sink will give the children the opportunity to develop their understanding of hygiene.   

UW: Adding technology such as clock, phone, till, laptop, microwave etc to the role play 

areas allows the children to see and use it in the correct context so they develop their 

understanding of the technology around them.  They will also learn about people and 

communities through taking on the different roles and playing with others who have a 

different understanding or culture to their own.   

 

Maths: The children will be able to use the same resources to record maths problems that 

they think of.  They will be able to select resources from around the classroom and make up 

their own maths problems recording them in a way they choose.  This will also give them 



the opportunity to use the maths language weather that be addition, subtraction, shape, 

position or measure.   

Maths strategies wall  

Resources will include;  

conkers, tape measures, Numicon, wooden disks with numbers to 20, part, part whole 

models, number lines, bead strings and natural resources such as; wooden disks, acorns, 

wooden curtain hoops, wooden bangles, shells, pebbles etc. 

Learning and development within this area:  

Maths: This area will be available for children to use the resources to practise the maths 

strategies we have learnt.  They can move any of these resources to other parts of the 

classroom to enhance their learning.  As I have already highlighted there are maths 

opportunities in every area of the classroom and hopefully this will provide resources to 

enhance that learning.  NB, once the classrooms are set up, I realise it might not be 

necessary to have this unit as all the resources might be housed elsewhere.   

 

 

Sunshine Class 

As you enter from the corridor this plan takes you around the classroom clockwise starting 

with the reflection are on the left-hand side as you enter. 

 

Reading area: (Reading hub room) 

Resources to include; appropriate mix of books in a narrow upstanding bookcase so the 

books are facing the children, net curtain canopy and natural coloured cushions to make it a 

cosy, quiet and inviting space, a mat to define the space, props and puppets.   

Learning and development within this area:  

CL:  The children can listen to a story read by an adult or choose to look through a book 

themselves.  They will be able to answer questions to show their understanding, ask 

questions to clarify their understanding and make links to the story they have chosen and 

others they have heard and their life experiences.   

Lit: The children will be able to develop their print concept understanding, use and develop 

their phonics knowledge, develop a love for books and know that information can be 

retrieved from them.  It will allow them to develop their story telling vocabulary that they 

will be able to use in their own stories.   

PSE: The children will have to share the books and handle them with care.  They will have to 

take turns and listen to stories that other children might have chosen.   

 

Maths: The children will be able to use the same resources to record maths problems that 

they think of.  They will be able to select resources from around the classroom and make up 

their own maths problems recording them in a way they choose.  This will also give them 

the opportunity to use the maths language weather that be addition, subtraction, shape, 

position or measure.   



 

Reflection/Worhip area – (this will be consistent with the rest of the school)   

Currently there are two large cupboards in this area.  They will be emptied and removed to 

create a clear space for the reflection area.  I have chosen this area as it is visible as soon as 

you enter the classroom and the children can sit on the carpet in the learning lab and turn 

to face the area during worship. 

UW –  

 

Snack area  

There will be a rolling snack time, where the children can help themselves.  However, it will 

not be open from 11 -12 due to lunch time being at 12.00.  The children will have access to 

fridge for their milk and fruit and veg that they can self-select.  The children wash their 

hands before coming to the table and they sit at the table with the wipeable cloth on it.  

They are responsible for tidying up after themselves ready for the next person.  On the table 

there will also be books about healthy eating, fruit and vegetables and self-hygiene.   

Learning and development within this area:  

CL, PD: The children find this quite a sociable time and will often come with their friends.  

They have conversations about may things including what they have chosen to eat and what 

they will do once they have finished.  They are learning about personal hygiene and eating 

healthily through this activity and their learning can be developed through adult teaching 

and using the information books available.  Children love to remind other children that they 

need to do something e.g. wash your hands, tidy up. 

 

Cloak room to house coats and wellies (inside the external entrance to the classroom) 

 

Investigation / fine motor skills unit 

Resources to include: 

Nuts and bolts, screw drivers, screws, wood, magnets, keys and locks, tweezers, buttons, 

beads, ice cube trays, jigsaw puzzles, animal pasta to sort etc.   

 

Literacy working wall with a table in front with different book making resources  

Resources to include; 

Blank books of different sizes and colours, paper lined and plain, coloured card and paper, 

sound mats and tricky word cards, pens, pencils, felt tips and colouring pencils. 

Learning and development within this area:  

Lit and CL:  The children will be able to write about their models they have made, write 

labels and their names for their work, write stories, make cards etc.  They will show their 

developing phonics knowledge and print concept understanding e.g. breaking the spoken 

language into words.  The children who are not able to write a story can tell an adult their 

story and they can scribe it for them.  The adult can ask the child to contribute when the 

adults know it is an appropriate stage for them to do so e.g. ‘what sound does tip start with 



can you write that?’ These stories should be read during carpet time with the author asking 

different children to help them act it out.  This will act as a massive incentive for the children 

to tell and record the stories they make up.   

 

 

Role play area: please see above, however this will remain as a home area that is reviewed 

to ensure the levels of involvement remains high.  Children will be asked if there are any 

additional items, or changes, they would like to see. 

 

Understanding the world learning wall 

This is over the sink and will display the understanding of the world learning wall which 

should include photos of the children with the pupil voice.   

 

 

Things to consider: 

These plans have been created using the thought process that we will teach through 

continuous provision rather than adult led activities, however I am sure we can all 

appreciate that this will take time to create the right environment and upskill the staff to 

become effective in this way of teaching and learning.  I have tried to outline in my plan 

where areas are transitional.  

 

The other consideration is that it is a large setting when you include the whole outside area 

with some fantastic opportunities to develop the children’s growth mindset.  However, we 

will have to consider carefully where staff will be deployed.  My initial thoughts are that 

there will be one member of staff in each inside area and two in the outside area, not only 

due to its size, but also the great incentive the children will have to access the learning 

opportunities out there especially in the summer months.  When it is busy outside there 

would be the option of closing one of the inside classrooms off as many of the areas are 

duplicated. 

Outside environment 

 

                       

 

Woodwork area 

Resources to include: 

Tape measures, saws, hammers, goggles, spanners, nuts, bolts, nails, wood, toolbox, hard 

hats, visibility vests, clipboards, paper, pencils, work belts, spirit levels.   

 

Wooden numbered steppingstones 1-20 

From the beginning of the grass area to the top.  This will enable the children to jump along 

them counting to 20 and back again.  They can use it a giant number line. 



 

Music area 

Resources to include: 

bells, drums, shakers, maracas, chimes etc.   This will require tarpaulin and elasticated rope 

to protect.  The stage will be made from 2 pallets and will also have a plywood back drop if 

available.  A box of costumes and props will be next to the stage for the children to use as 

they wish. 

 

Water tray  

Resources to include: 

A variety of resources that can withstand the weather will be placed in shopping baskets 

attached to the fence.   

It would be great to provide the children with guttering and stands or clips on the fence so 

that they can make their own water run.  It would create real challenge and cognitive 

thinking to make it connect and allow the water to flow through it. 

 

Bat and ball 

To enable the children to practise their bat and ball skills and hand eye coordination a rope 

will be tied between two trees, high enough to not be a risk with a ball attached to a rope.  

This way the children can hit the ball along the rope without having to worry about losing it.   

 

Story telling area – stored in a salt bin 

There is a beautiful wooden story tellers chair that is positioned under the tree.  This would 

be a lovely area for reading on a dry day.  Books, blankets and cushions could be stored in a 

weatherproof box and a simple metal book holder attached to the fence that will withstand 

the weather. 

 

Large mark making board 

This can be attached to the fence and painted in black board paint.  The children will be able 

to make large mark making patterns and shapes whilst developing their gross and then their 

fine motor skills.  The size of chalk could change through the year as their grip and letter 

formation develops.  

We have a large white board that could be placed next to it which would provide the 

children will experience of writing on different materials.   

 

Sand pit 

 

 

 

Shed for the large wooden building blocks  



This is where the scooters and cars are usually stored.  They will now be lined up under the 

canopy between the classroom doors.  They can be chained up and padlocked if necessary 

on to the handrails.  Parking places can be pained on the ground so that the children can 

match the numbers when putting them away.  If possible, it would be good to purchase 

some two wheeled bicycles to help the children develop their balance and coordination. 

 

Outside role play 

The children have loved using this and we have changed it to a drive through restaurant, car 

wash and a garage so far.  This is an area that has inspired the children and provides many 

opportunities for the children to develop in all areas of the EYFS framework. Once the rest 

of the outside area is set up we might well consider another location to be more suitable for 

it. 

 

P.E resources – stored in a salt bin 

Resources to include: 

balls of different sizes, hula hoops, bean bags, quoits, bats, skipping ropes.  Activity or 

challenge cards for the children to read and do. 

A rope bridge would help them to develop their core strength further.  This could be made 

using 2 lengths of rope between the trees.  Depending on the space between the trees and 

the other activities it would be great to attach a swing to one of the trees as this would help 

develop their PD. 

 

Climbing frames 

Although these are fixed in place the children use them creatively.  They have made dens 

and troll traps.   They use them to tell stories and of course they use them to develop their 

gross motor skills and core strength.  

 

Garden area (allotment) 

It would be lovely to develop a garden area where we grow seasonal flowers, vegetables 

and herbs.  The children would learn about the seasons, healthy eating, how their food is 

grown from a seed and how it needs to be looked after and cared for.  They could use the 

herbs in the mud kitchen or in some cooking in the classroom.   

 

Obstacle course / building area 

Resources to include: 

pallets, logs, planks, tyres, cable drums, guttering, sleepers, clothes horses, hose pipes, 

wheelbarrow – these items can be stored outside in an allotted location 

sheets, pegs, visibility vests, hard hats – these can be stored in a salt bin 

I have written a letter to parents asking for donations of resources for this area. 

 

Nature investigation area 



Resources to include: 

magnifying glasses, rulers, tape measures, binoculars,  

 

 

Shed  

This needs to be cleared out so that it can be accessed by the children safely.  It will house 

the dolls and pushchairs amongst other resources once cleared.  It could house writing and 

mark making resources with a table and chairs and clipboards etc for the children to use in 

the outside area.  This would stop us from carrying in and out every day.   

 

Mud Kitchen 

Resources to include: 

cooker, hob, sink, shelves to house pots, pans, utensils, plates, bowls, recipe book, mixing 

bowls, baking trays, aprons, natural resources e.g. leaves, sticks etc, large balance scales 

made from a wooden coat hanger, a hook and two matching containers.  The scales could 

be attached to the kitchen or the fence. 

 

Digging area 

Resources to include: 

Spades, trowels, brooms, digging trousers and aprons, plastic vehicles 


