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     ‘Sharing, Caring, Learning and Loving with God’ 
Thursday 4th June 2020 

Update: Covid-19, Home learning and Celebratory News 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Covid 19 

I hope that this email finds you all safe and well. I am writing to you today to update you on our provisional re-opening 

plans and to set out our next steps for home learning. 

Unfortunately, one of our members of staff has displayed symptoms and another member of staff has been in contact 

with someone else with symptoms. Both members of staff are isolating at home and are awaiting test results. Although 

the guidance from Public Health England to schools is that no further action is necessary for the pupils within the 

bubble unless there is a positive result, we will always be open and honest with parents as and when any links to 

Covid19 arise so that you can make your own choice as to whether or not you still wish to send your child in to school. 

I fully appreciate that some parents have decided therefore to withdraw their child from the key worker provision 

until we have test results.  

This will undoubtedly have a huge impact on our provisional plans for re-opening to Reception pupils returning next 

week. We will be unable to give plenty of notice as it will depend on whether results are back to us in good time and 

the actions (if any) that we must take. We must prioritise our key worker bubbles before Reception bubbles as 

instructed by the Department for Education. Please therefore be prepared that we may not be able to open all our 

Reception bubbles next week as staff may need to be redeployed to key worker bubbles.  

I also appreciate that given this information some of our Reception parents may now change their minds in the 

immediate future about sending their child back to school. Please do let us know and we will fully support your 

decision. I will of course keep parents informed as and when I have more information to share. 

Although staff have been proactive in sending Reception parents pictures of the staff in their bubble as well as 

photographs of the classroom layout, I urge Reception parents to discuss with their child that the classroom, staff and 

possibly the days and date of return may have to change to pre-empt this. 

mailto:admin@stmarysinfants.herts.sch.uk
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I completely understand that it is frustrating for parents not knowing in advance of exact plans and it is equally as 

frustrating for myself and all my staff. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support and 

understanding while we ride the waves together through these unknown waters. 

Home learning 

My staff have continued to be impressed with the home learning that you are sending via email. Thank you for still 

engaging with this. It is great to see what you are all doing and how creative you all are.  

We have reviewed our home learning offer as we want to ensure that pupils are having equal opportunities both at 

home and at school and that they are receiving quality first teaching through online whole lessons across a range of 

subjects.  

At the start of lockdown staff communicated the areas of learning that parents should focus on with their pupils at 

home. These were: 

• Count in steps of 1, 2, 5, 10 and 3 (See where your child gets stuck and work from this point) Children are 
expected to be fluent in counting in all of these steps by the end of Year 2. 

• Number and letter formation 

• Read and spell the tricky words/common exception words that your teacher has sent home. 

• Daily reading linked to the targets that are in your child’s reading diaries. 

• Use of the reading strategies while reading which have been sent home to parents. 

 

Please continue to develop fluency in these areas at home. We will also be focusing on these areas in school. 

In addition, teachers in school will be using the Oak National Academy website to deliver the daily lessons in English, 

maths, PSHE, PE and a choice of foundation subjects. We ask parents to please do the same so that all our pupils are 

continuing to receive a broad and balanced curriculum with the support of quality resources. In the first instance we 

will focus on PSHE. Please see the link below if you have not used this site already. 

https://www.thenational.academy/ 

We will also be using the following text below to encourage pupils to share their worries. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8QwEOSBjOt8  

We will no longer send Marvellous me so that parents are not overwhelmed or pressured to complete tasks on many 

different platforms and the Oak Academy offers more than we can offer on Marvellous Me.  I do appreciate that 

parents have enjoyed the flexibility in choice of the resources and websites that parents use, however as this lock 

down is continuing for even longer we want to now make this consistent now for all of our pupils. 

Staff will continue to respond to your emails for home learning and will also call parents every other week unless more 

support is required.  

https://www.thenational.academy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8QwEOSBjOt8
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Celebratory News 

I am delighted to inform you all that Miss Waldwyn is expecting a baby at the start of next term. We wish her all the 

best and look forward to welcoming her new arrival. Follow the link below to watch Miss Waldwyn’s big reveal. 

https://youtu.be/c3XzwyqayPM  

We will be recruiting a teaching assistant to fulfil the role while Miss Waldwyn is on maternity leave and as soon as we 

have secured a successful candidate, I will of course inform you all.  

Please do continue to contact us if you require any help and we will do all that we can to support you. I will keep you 

updated with regards to re-opening to Reception pupils as soon as I can.  

Miss Edey 

Headteacher                 

 

https://youtu.be/c3XzwyqayPM

