St. Mary’s Church of England VC Infant School
Spring Term Newsletter Friday 26th March 2021
Head’s Message
Dear Parents and Carers,
What an eventful term it has been! It has been so wonderful to finally have our whole school community back together again.
Thank you to all our parents for having patience with us while we have persevered through challenging times. Together we have
continued to ride the storm to calmer waters. We hope that this newsletter captures everything that we have achieved on our
journey to flourish this term.
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very safe and relaxing Easter break. I look forward to continuing to work with you all
next term.
Safeguarding at the Heart of all we do
Mark Kendall our safeguarding and health and safety governor has visited the school this half term to do a thorough audit of the
safeguarding and health and safety procedures. “The school have a strong team of designated senior people who are working
around the clock with families to support the safeguarding of all our pupils and this is having an impact on pupils and parents. All
staff have weekly safeguarding and health and safety meetings as part of all agendas. Thank you to parents for continuing to
support our covid measures at drop off and collection time.”
We have continued to liaise on Covid related decisions with the local authority, HCC Covid prevention team, and the HCC health
and safety team. This has ensured that any changes to our risk assessments have been considered thoroughly prior to them
being ratified by the governing body.
Growing Our Church School Distinctiveness: Working Towards Our Key Ideals
Uphold the Values of God: This half term our value has been compassion. Our pupils are now articulate in understanding the
meaning of this value and how they can put it into action in their everyday lives.
Nurture Creativity and Encourage Curiosity: (See information about our art display further below)
Learning Together, Flourishing Together: We are so proud of each and every one of our families for the effort they put into
supporting their child / children with online learning during our period of national lockdown. Your hard work has made a
difference!
At present, we are focusing on making learning stick in the working memory. We are excited to announce that Robin Launder, a
behaviour specialist who is well known for transforming the ability for pupils to remember their learning, will be joining our staff
to lead a staff INSET in April. We look forward to sharing some of these strategies with you in the term ahead so that you can use
them to support your child/ren at home.
EYFS Enrichment: During lockdown we have developed our outside music area. It now has a stage, with seating for the audience,
free standing drums and several new instruments which include hand bells and a steel drum. Miss Edey has enjoyed many

Our woodwork area will be ready to use in the Summer term, it will give the children the opportunity to plan their designs and
use real saws, hammers and screwdrivers to make their models. Woodwork is the perfect activity in which children can
demonstrate the characteristics of effective learning: playing and exploring, active learning and creating and thinking critically.
We will, of course, expect the children to follow our firm and consistent rules within which they will be able to grow and develop.
We would like to thank Hertfordshire Timber Supplies who are collecting off cuts of wood for us to use.
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We have been very busy planting in the garden in reception since September. The children have all enjoyed helping. Our garlic,
onions and broad beans were planted before Christmas to ‘overwinter’ and they are looking amazing. Our Rhubarb and potatoes
have just been planted and our leeks are growing well. The children are certainly becoming budding mini gardeners and we look
forward to watching the area develop over the summer term. If you yourself are a grower at home and you have any spare plants
or vegetables, we would be very grateful to receive them for our garden. Thank you.

Supporting Parents to Support Learning at Home: We had very successful question and answer sessions in Key Stage 1 and EYFS
to offer support and advice to parents on how to help your children learn at home. Thank you to everyone who submitted a
question and joined us on the call. It has been great to hear how parents have learnt a great deal about how we teach children
through your experiences during lockdown. We are planning on organising more of these drop-in sessions next term.
All parents will now have received an update on their child’s common exception word and phonics progress. Please do continue
to support these alongside your daily reading at home over the Easter break. As pupils are working to catch up. We urge all
parents to read daily with their children over the Easter break.
Connecting Communities
Hitchin TV: We have already had 1200 hits on our Hitchin TV video. Please do take the time to view this if you haven’t had a
chance to as you will be able to get a good insight into what is happening in school.
EYFS: We will be inviting an Early Years Advisor and other schools to model the excellent practice in our Early Years. We are so
proud of the impact that our new Early Years environment is having on our pupils. We are also continuing to work with a network
of 2 other Early Years settings in Hertfordshire in order to maximise impact on speech and language development of our
youngest learners. We are designing a very exciting programme for pupils for the next academic year.
Ambassador Visit: We were delighted to receive a very special visit from the Ambassador of the Czech Republic from the London
Embassy. Libor Seckar visited our school to view the sculpture of, ‘The Owl and the Pussy Cat’ which was commissioned to the
school in 1952 by the Czech artist Franta Belsky. You can also see sculptures by him in Stevenage Square and Trafalgar Square,
London. The visit probed us to research this further and we are very excited to be continuing our link with the embassy and
working with another Czech school in the next academic year on a mutual art project.

Subject Leader Links: All our subject leaders are making networks locally and nationally to continually drive standards forwards in
their subjects as well as our pastoral care and SEND provision. We are also working towards quality marks and kite marks in areas
across the curriculum including our Eco provision so that we ensure we really make a difference.
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Maths: This year in maths we are working on a Mastery readiness programme with NCETM (National Centre for excellence in the
teaching of mathematics). This term we have worked with our link advisor to understand how we can implement mastery at our
school to enable all children to be successful in maths. All teachers and teaching assistants have had training in the maths
mastery approach and have been implementing some new ideas and ways of teaching into their lessons. This is already having an
impact on our pupils’ performance in maths. This week, our Reception pupils have learnt to subitise, could remember the key
word and explain its meaning. We are growing mathematicians!
Computing: We are pleased to announce the arrival of our brand-new chrome books. These computers have been a great
success across KS1 and are being used in computing and across all areas of the curriculum. Every child has had an opportunity to
use these and they have really enjoyed navigating websites and coding using ‘Scratch’ to name a few ways we have used them.
We also have had the opportunity to support our local community through the voucher scheme from B.T. This allowed parents to
gain access to the internet during our learning from home, allowing everyone the opportunity to access online learning.
Growing leaders: Miss Collins has started her journey as a music leader at our school. Already, in just a few weeks she has
transformed our music provision. The sound of singing and music has been ringing down the corridors and it has been the most
joyous thing for pupils and staff. We have had staff moved to tears, children begging to perform solos in front of their peers,
confidence blooming and children trying new things. Music is so important for pupil wellbeing and to see the smiles and
enjoyment in the last few weeks has just been one of the best things ever! We hope you enjoyed hearing pupils singing in our
services this term.
One Message: We have been ensuring that all parents receive notifications promptly to avoid mixed messages and assumptions.
Many parents have thanked staff this term for their prompt response and clarification. This was also evident in our remote
learning questionnaire.
Stimulating Surroundings: We have been using our learning journey walls to display our learning from each lesson and show the
progression of our learning. This has been helping us to make our learning stick as we can look back at what we did in previous
lessons by looking at our working walls. You can see an example of an Art learning journey wall below. The green arrows show
where the children’s ideas have influenced what we have learnt about. Working alongside the interests of our pupils is part of
our vision. The purple arrows show the adult led learning. We have also been making use of provocations to stimulate learning
within our classrooms. You can see below provocations to encourage children with their reading as well as their writing; in a year
1 classroom we have a suitcase of interesting pictures for children to write about and a ‘brain gym request box’ for children to
write down songs they would like to listen to for brain gym. This has really been encouraging any reluctant writers.

Church School Distinctiveness: This week each year group has been working on creating a piece of artwork for the Easter Praise
Event at St. Mary’s Church, taking place on the 3rd and 4th of April. Year 1 have depicted Incarnation; Reception have created
artwork to show salvation and year 2 have represented the Kingdom of God. Eventually these will be displayed in our school hall,
alongside 4 other pieces of art showing different parts of the bible. If you would like to attend the Easter Praise Event you can
book a time slot online to attend with your bubble of up to 6 people. (Details have been sent to you separately) The children
really enjoyed making their artwork and were able to explore Christianity in a creative way whilst developing their art skills.
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Our new Christian Distinctiveness Working party is well underway in evaluating the effectiveness of our church school
distinctiveness. We will be focusing on how we fully develop spirituality. Pupils have designed their outdoor spiritual garden and
are excited for this to be completed after Easter.
Parents, Carers and Wider Families Working in Partnership
Pastoral Care: This term Mrs Archer has been supporting children (in school and at home) in 1:1 and in group sessions. They
have been working on self-esteem, anxiety, confidence, social skills and understanding reading others’ emotions and expressing
their own views. Within sessions pupils have explored these topics through art (painting and drawing), building lego, physical
activity (dancing, using the climbing equipment, yoga) or sometimes children would just like to quietly have a chat with no other
distractions.
Mrs Archer has also been working with the teachers, INCO and support staff within the classrooms identifying barriers to learning
and supporting children to overcome these, adapting support where needed and triangulating this with parents and outside
professionals when required. This has had a huge impact on pupil and parent wellbeing.
If you feel like your child or family needs some extra support please contact Mrs Archer. She is here to listen and work closely
with our families to communicate any concerns and to also celebrate your children’s successes.
How parental wellbeing has been supported this term:
• Offers of support from Pastoral Lead via Class Dojo and newsletters
• Tips for parents via Class Dojo; Five ways to manage your wellbeing as a parent during lockdown
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrmhscw
• Wellbeing activities for families via Class Dojo
• Home learning questionnaire to support wellbeing and identify need of support
• Sign posting for mental health support for parents
• Telephone calls from Pastoral Lead to parents when they express a concern with offers of support
• Food vouchers/internet vouchers
Ways in which you can support your child at home with anxieties:
Encourage your child to open up about their feelings, give them time to talk and share your own anxieties as a child. Model calm
behaviour, managing your own anxiety to show children it can be achieved. Encourage healthy eating, regular exercise, hobbies,
sufficient sleep and connection with friends. When children are well rested and relaxed, they will be in a better mental state to
handle fears or worries. Talk to school. Sharing a problem gives more opportunities for support. Don't avoid the things that make
your child anxious. Accept their concerns but don't empower them. If the anxiety becomes problematic or concerning look at
seeking external support via your GP
The following website can also provide help and advice:-http://www.youngminds.org.uk/for_children_young_people
Forest Schools
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Year 1 have been exploring our Forest School site this week. We have had lots of fun putting up hammocks and making dens. At
Forest School we learn about our environment and how to look after it. We have identified different trees and plants, including
stinging nettles. Stinging nettles are great wildlife attractors for caterpillars of the small tortoiseshell and peacock butterflies use
them as foodplants. The children have learnt to be respectful of what grows in the Forest School site and they have learnt that
some plants and berries we do not touch. They particularly like our rule of ‘no picky, no licky’.
During our sessions we take some time to sit at base camp and get to know each other a little more by practising our
communicating skills of asking questions and listening. The children all take turns in speaking and sharing stories. We have so far
discussed ‘friendships’ and ‘how we feel’. We end the session reflecting on our experience at Forest School and with some
mindfulness, laying under the trees, listening for the different sounds we can hear around us and keeping us all grounded.
Happy Teachers, Happy Children!
Our Staff have been individually rehearsing ready to join staff choir after Easter. Miss Collins is going to work wonders with us,
We can’t wait to perform to you all once we are performance ready. Ensuring that our staff are physically active is also important
to us and we will be following our staff choir with an energetic Zumba session. Once restrictions are lifted on site, we will invite
you to join us. Get ready!
Pupil Voice
Worship Acolytes: All pupils, Worship Acolytes, Father Andrew and Miss Edey have joined together to evaluate worship. Our
pupils have expressed that they like singing, hearing Father Andrew’s stories and time for calm and stillness. They would like to
lead singing, write a school prayer and have even more time for worship next term! We will investigate incorporating these into
our plans.
Eco Warriors: This term, whether we were learning in school or at home, our whole school
proudly took on the role of Eco-Warrior as we joined in with the RSPB’s Big School’s Bird
Watch back in January. Through taking part in this national scientific survey, we were able to
identify which species of UK bird wildlife are thriving in our local area and perhaps even
noticed which species might need more support. Having added several bird feeders to our
outdoor learning environment, we’ve certainly seen an increased amount of flying visitors in
the Early Years... particularly robins!
We also celebrated our Eco-Values during World Book Day week by having the wonderful
author of ‘Old Enough to Save The Planet’ - Loll Kirby - visit us virtually. We were so pleased
(and proud!) to hear the exciting ideas that you all proposed to help the environment, the wildlife and our oceans. With
everything from sea cleaners, to penguin protectors, to ‘managing food waste’ ideas, you really showed us how to get creative
with our world-saving. What a passionate cohort of environmentalists we have here at St. Mary’s!
In other exciting news, our school has now applied for the Green Flag Eco-School award. The Eco-Warriors will support us all to
work towards this over the coming year. Please watch out for a letter coming soon asking for any parents who’d be happy to
support us in working towards this too! In the meantime, there is a virtual ‘Earth Optimism’ festival during the first week of the
Easter Holidays (26th March – 4th April), with a range of opportunities to hear inspiring speakers – even the legendary Sir David
Attenborough will be making an appearance! He is leading a free virtual discussion on Sunday, 4 th April at 2pm. If you’d like to
listen in, you can register for an event reminder here: Programme | Earth Optimism (cambridgeconservation.org)
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House Captains: The children have continued to earn house points in class when they have
demonstrated excellent learning behaviours. Examples of this are risk taking, perseverance, selfmotivation and growth mindset. The house captains have been keeping a tally of the scores since
returning from lockdown and the winning team for this term is Hazel with 90 points. Well done!
The Hazel motto for this term is “It’s not about what it is, it’s about what it can become” - Dr Seuss
Pupil Parliament: Our pupil parliament representatives are keen to influence changes in the school
in line with our ethos and values. Our next meeting will be held with Mr Bailes which will be held
via Teams after Easter. If your child has any ideas about what they would like to suggest please
encourage them to tell their pupil parliament representatives.

Parent Voice: ‘Listening to Each other So That We Can all Flourish Together’

You Asked for …

So we…

More live lessons and videos for remote learning in the event
of another lockdown.
Opportunities to meet with teachers to ask questions on how
to teach areas of learning at home.
Age related texts for pupils to read at home during lockdown.

Incorporated this within our plan should another lockdown
arise.
We offered all parents a Teams drop-in session where all
questions could be answered.
Subscribed all pupils to ‘Big Cat Collins’ so that all pupils can
access a range of appropriately pitched texts at home.
We ensured that all classes had an opportunity for you to see
them during the Easter service.
Gained permission from those involved, re-edited the video and
shared with parents.
Arranged covid safe areas to leave scooters during the school
day.

All classes to be more visible during live services.
Year 2 Mother’s Day video to be shared with parents.
Being able to bring scooters to school.

‘Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds’
We have now launched our ‘GET SET to TOKYO’ campaign where we convert minutes of physical activity into miles to see if we
can travel all the way to Tokyo for the Olympics. We are doing this in conjunction with a sponsored physical activity challenge
over the weekend of the 20th and 21st of March to raise money for Comic Relief. We managed to raise a total of £672 and we
have travelled 5546 miles on our journey to Tokyo by being physically active for 7040 minutes. Please continue to log minutes of
physical activity completed by your family at: https://www.getset.co.uk/
Thank you to everyone who completed the P.E. questionnaire and physical activity diary. I will be using this information to plan
future clubs.
We have all been using the Fitter Future platform and we have been complimented by the creators of the platform for our
engagement at home and in school. Please continue to use this as a resource to keep physically activity.
KS1 are really enjoying their P.E. lessons with Mr Tuffin and their class teachers. The children can tell me what they are learning
and are fully engaging in the lessons.
The daily mile is running a national initiative on the 30th April called ‘England does the daily mile’. It is their aim to get as many
schools and families in the country to take part in the daily mile. Further information will follow.
Next term the units of learning, for all year groups ‘Relationships’ and ‘Changing me’. If you have not yet read our: PSHE
(including relationships) Policy you can use this link.
Leaving Scooters on School Premises
Following a parental enquiry, we have reviewed the current situation regarding scooters being brought to school. Scooters can
now be left on the school premises during the day. The following guidelines must be adhered to:
• Year 2 scooters to be left by the grey bike rack in the front playground.
• Year 1 scooters to be left by the blue bike rack in the front playground.
• Reception scooters to be left in the gazebo in the front playground.
• ALL scooters must be walked from the school gate to the appropriate storage area. They MUST NOT be used on the
school premises at any time.
• Scooters must ONLY be left in the designated areas.
• The school accepts no responsibility for loss or damage to scooters whilst they are left on the school premises.
This will be reviewed.
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Growing Our Staffing Team
We are delighted that Mr Bailes will be continuing with us until the end of the academic year. This will support consistency for
our children. Mr Bailes will be performing a singing solo to pupils to demonstrate how he has overcome his fears of singing in
public. I know that this has inspired a lot of our pupils too! We are very blessed to have Mr Bailes to support us with all our
technical difficulties with technology.
PTA - Connecting the Community to Raise Funds to Enrich our Provision.
As always, a massive shout out to our exceptional PTA who are beavering away to get events underway for you all. They have
some very exciting plans including a birds of prey day at the end of May. Our pupils have a real keen interest in birds through our
eco engagement and there will be a competition for your child to win a prize. We look forward to sharing some photographs with
you on the day. Full details of the events they are planning will follow on the PTA newsletter. Just read this to acknowledge how
lucky we are as a school to have a fantastic team of parents who are so passionate to go over and above for our families. Dates
for upcoming events can be found on the last page.
Easter Colouring Competition
A wonderful £97 was raised through the recent colouring competition. The PTA were very impressed by all the entries received
and they had a very difficult time choosing winners. After lots of deliberation, the winners are:
Reception – Hester
Year 1 – Bridget
Year 2 – Bonnie-Rose
Congratulations to them all and we hope they enjoy their prizes!
Office News
We have finally received our order of 30 Chrome books for pupils to use in their ICT lessons, these will also complement our new
Interactive boards installed in each classroom last year.
We are hoping to have a new digital telephone system installed soon, more information will follow near the time -watch this
space!
Most Hertfordshire maintained schools are going through a change of bank account provider from April 1st. We have been asked
to request payments electronically going forward. This will mean that payments for milk, trips etc will be requested via School
Gateway and cash/cheques will not be accepted. Payment information will be detailed within any payment request letters sent
out in the future. School Gateway allows the school to send receipts electronically, apply refunds promptly and gives parents the
flexibility to make payments 24/7.
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Attendance (%) Spring
The following data is affected by self-isolation due to Covid19.
Week
12.03.21 19.03.21 26.03.21
Average across the
ending
weeks

93.1%

Starlight

94.4%

89.6%

97.2%

Sunshine

95.7%

99.6%

97.8%

97.7%

Venus

99.5%

95.7%

98.8%

98.0%

Mars

100%

99.1%

100%

99.7%

Saturn

93.1%

95.9%

95.5%

94.8%

Jupiter

95.4%

96.9%

90.9%

94.7%

Whole
school

96.4%

96.0%

96.5%

96.3%

Monday 12th April

INSET DAY

Tuesday 20th April

Individual Photographs

Thursday 22nd April

Earth Day

Details to follow.

Friday 30th April

England Does the Daily Mile

Details to follow.

Saturday 1st May

PTA Virtual Gin tasting

Details to follow.

Monday 3rd May

Covid restrictions permitting.

Bank Holiday

Friday 7th May

PTA Virtual Bingo

Details to follow.

Wednesday 12th May

Class Photographs

Covid restrictions permitting.

Friday 28th May

Bird of Prey Exhibition (PTA funded)

31st May – 4th June

HALF TERM

Monday 7th June

INSET DAY

Details to follow.
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